
 

 

            4 July 2025  

Dear Parents, 

The ship is smoothly back in the water, two weeks after the Mid Term Break. 

Our Grade 12`s have successfully completed their Mid-Year Examinations which were brought 

forward and thank you for your support in this regard. 

Teachers are now putting in the final touches with the intervention lessons in preparation for the 

whole school mid-year examinations which are a week away for some classes.  Examination 

timetables have been published and let us continue to provide a conducive and supportive 

environment in our homes during this time. Thank you to our teachers for providing their support 

during this period. 

Pick Up Times 

I wish to re-iterate the importance of picking up our students at the designated times. 

Our Academic school day ends at 14:00 and students should be collected by14:30. The middle 

gate closes at 14:45 sharp. 

If students are involved in a single session of intervention, they must be collected by 16:00.  

However, if they are booked for both sessions, they must be collected at 17:00. 

Please ensure that your children provide you with accurate information. 

Often students are loitering around the school if they have not been fetched at the appropriate 

times, and this often leads to students being unattended which can lead to disciplinary challenges 

for the school. 

If students are not collected after 17:00 they will be escorted to the gate for pick up. 

Parents can we please work together on this. 

These pick up times will be adjusted and communicated during the examinations. 

IEB workshop 

A delegation of staff including our school psychologist attended an IEB workshop on 

Accommodation and Wellbeing in Johannesburg at St. Stithians College, led by educational 

psychologists and neurologists. 

The focus of the workshop was to explore best practice in supporting students with special needs in 

an inclusive way in the classroom. This was also extended to supporting top achievers by keeping 

them motivated, stimulated and always extended. 



 

 

Primary School parents will be appraised about how these methods can be implemented in the 

future through intentional remediation and integration. Practising reading and writing at an early 

age, are at the forefront of some of the recommendations to be implemented. This type of 

intervention will facilitate and enable greater independence in our students in the future, reducing 

the need for greater support as they progress through their school life 

Going forward, we would like to embed some of these skills much earlier with the view of creating 

more independent learners, as we implement the strategies in the future. 

Extra Mural Activities 

We have suspended all extra mural activities commencing this week, apart from Volleyball which 

will continue as we strengthen our teams in preparation for the Volleyball Festival at the end of this 

Term.  Some of our students will be attending Volleyball and Intervention classes interchangeably. 

Interhouse Quiz 

Congratulations to Hawks for winning the Interhouse Quiz competition, followed by Eagles and 

Falcons cantering strong in third place. Thank you to Mr, Baka and his Team for co-ordinating this 

event. 

Prefect’s Bonfire 

Tonight, our prefects will spend an evening of building spirit and strengthening bonds under the 

stars. The crackling fire, the delicious aroma of boerewors sizzling on the flames, music playing in the 

background, and the laughter from games creating the perfect atmosphere for connection and 

celebration. The bonfire starts at 18:00 and will end at 21.00. 

Kwena outing to Gold Reef City 

Tomorrow the young ladies of Kwena House are set for an exciting day out on their annual outing to 

Gold Reef City, followed by a visit to Clearwater Mall. From exhilarating rides and laughter-filled 

moments to some well-deserved shopping, it promises to be a day full of fun, friendship, and 

unforgettable memories. They will be under the watchful eye of Mrs De Jager.  We wish them safe 

and happy travels. 

Outstanding School Fees 

I seldom write to parents about school fees unless it is necessary. Recent events have however 

prompted me to express a dispassionate view about how the school has been deliberately 

undermined in this regard in recent weeks. 

Whilst we understand the current challenges of the economic climate, parents cannot wilfully send 

their children to school without honouring their financial obligations. Parents are sent constant 

reminders about fee deadlines, and these are totally ignored. However, if you are experiencing 



 

 

challenges, please approach the school so that meaningful solutions to the problem, can be 

explored. 

We cannot tolerate nor endure the aggression, threats and abuse we have been experiencing 

from some of our parents in the past weeks related to unpaid school fees. This is regrettable and 

unfortunate. The school cannot continue to carry the risk of unpaid fees for extended periods. 

Independent Education is a choice.  

We trust that these matters can be resolved in an amicable manner. A big thank you to those 

parents who have been honouring their obligations despite the challenges, and to those of you 

who have come forward to engage the school around outstanding fees in an agreeable manner. 

Conclusion 

We take this opportunity to wish all our students the best of luck and great success in the upcoming 

midyear examinations. Thank you for your continued support as we enter the second half of 2025.  

Let us continue to support each other, during these sometimes difficult and challenging times. 

“If it matters to the child, it matters to us” 

Yours sincerely 

 

Bruce Wells 

CEO/Headmaster 

International School of South Africa 


