
 

 

           5 December 2024 

Dear Parents, 

As we reach the conclusion of 2024, I reflect on a year filled with numerous successes and 

milestones across academics, extra-curricular, and sport. This year, our students have actively 

participated in, and contributed to the full array of activities offered by the school. Every 

fixture, outing, and event on our calendar has been fulfilled with enthusiasm and dedication. 

Last week marked the completion of our final examinations, followed by the Commendation 

Assembly, where students were recognized for their outstanding academic performance in 

Term 3. Congratulations to all students who received commendations—it was especially 

rewarding to see new faces among the awardees. To those who may not have received 

commendations but demonstrated progress, we applaud your efforts and encourage you 

to keep striving. A wise man once said, “Success is nothing more than a few disciplines, 

practiced every day.” 

Our students have worked tirelessly and deserve a well-earned rest. I wish them a peaceful 

and rejuvenating holiday. 

Reports 

You can expect to receive student reports by 11:00 today. I had the privilege of reviewing 

them, and I was impressed by the quality and achievements reflected in their contents. We 

commend students who exceeded expectations in their final exams, celebrate those who 

met their targets, and encourage those who fell short to reassess and refine their study and 

learning strategies in the New Year to achieve even greater success. 

Cambridge Examinations 

We eagerly anticipate a robust set of results from our A-level students at the beginning of the 

new year. Similarly, we are confident in the achievements of our second cohort of IGCSE 

students, who have completed the four-year course. 

Graduations 

Graduation week in the Primary School was a true highlight of the year, filled with 

celebrations that showcased the confidence and growth of our students. 

 ECD Graduation: Witnessing the poise, flair, and innocence of our youngest learners as 

they entertained us was a joy. They are ready to embark on the exciting journey to 



 

 

Grade 1. A heartfelt thank you to our dedicated staff and teacher assistants for 

nurturing this growth. 

 Junior Primary Prize Giving: This event was executed with precision and professionalism, 

honouring our students as they prepare confidently to advance to their next grades. 

Thank you to Mrs. Swart (HOD) and her dedicated team for their exceptional work. 

 Senior Primary Prize Giving: This ceremony was highly competitive, with a wide range 

of students recognized for their accomplishments. We are excited to welcome our 

Form 1 students into high school next year. Thank you to the Grade 6 parents for 

attending the information evening in such impressive numbers—it was an engaging 

and insightful session. 

Orientation Week for Form 1 and 2 

We look forward to the new addition of our Orientation, where all our Form 1 and Form 2 

students will spend the first week in boarding orientating themselves into a structured 

programme on how to organise themselves, and come to grips with the rigour and structure 

of high school.  

Extended School Day (Primary School) 

In 2025, the Primary School will implement an extended school day to enhance learning 

opportunities. This change will allow for additional activities and increased contact time in 

core subjects - English, Mathematics, and Science. More details will follow in Mr. Nheera's 

newsletter. 

Staffing Updates 

We are thrilled to welcome Mr. Tshepo Segale to the Drama and English Department in 2025. 

Mr. Segale holds a PGCE from the University of Cape Town and a Bachelor of Arts (Hons.) in 

Dramatic Arts from the University of the Witwatersrand. 

We extend our gratitude to Miss Rorisang Chishimba for her valuable assistance in the Drama 

Department during Term 3. 

Retiring Staff 

This week, we bid farewell to two exceptional members of staff who have reached 

retirement: 



 

 

 Ms. Theresa Monage: After 40 years in education, including 8 years of dedicated 

service at our school, Ms. Monage leaves behind a legacy of ensuring no child was 

left behind. We wish her a restful and fulfilling retirement. 

 Mr. Henry Matthews: With 23 years of service at the International School of South Africa, 

Mr. Matthews made an indelible mark, particularly in the Sports Department. Known 

as "Mr. Organiser," he was instrumental in organizing sports festivals and tournaments, 

with a deep passion for cricket. His contributions extended to preserving our history as 

the school's unofficial archivist. We wish him a happy and fulfilling retirement. 

Term Dates 

School re-opens on the 14th of January 2025. Boarders will return on Sunday 12 January 2025. 

 

Administrative office hours 

9 December – 12 December 2024 

08:00 -14:00 

13 December (Administrative offices close for the December holiday period) 

08:00 – 12:00 

The administrative offices will re-open on the 6th of January 2025. 

Office hours for the month of January 2025 are: 

07:15 – 15:00 

Closing Reflections 

As we draw the curtain on a productive and successful 2024, we extend our heartfelt thanks 

to: 

 Our Parents: Your unwavering support and loyalty have been the backbone of our 

achievements. 

 Our Students: You remain our most valued assets, demonstrating gracious behaviour 

and meaningful contributions to the wider school community. 



 

 

 Our Teachers: Your hard work, dedication, and commitment to excellence continue 

to inspire. 

 Our School Board: Your guidance helps shape our vision and navigate challenges with 

confidence. 

We look ahead to 2025 with great anticipation, confident that we will continue to build on 

our successes. To those who celebrate Christmas, I wish you a joyous and meaningful holiday. 

In the words of Jim Rohn: “Take care of your body. It is the only place you have to live.” 

Wishing you all a peaceful and restful holiday. 

   

“If it matters to the child, it matters to us” 

Yours sincerely 

 

Bruce Wells 

CEO/Headmaster 

International School of South Africa 

 


