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2 July 2023
Dear Parents,

We wound up the week with many activities, including the Innovation Day at the Junior
Primary school which was arguably the highlight of the week for me. | was completely blown
away by the level of confidence displayed by our children. Here | am talking about children
from Grade 0-2.

As | walked around the different displays | was impressed by the unique talents of our children
and by their ability to hold one’s attention for a period, in a very uninhibited way as they
explained their different presentations and their models to their audiences.

Thank you to our parents for their involvement and participation on the day, | am sure we
can all agree it was a stimulating morning and time well spent.

Thank you and congratulations to Mrs Swart and her Team for pulling the event together. It
was much appreciated by all.

Student Engagement

Mrs Gabriel, Mr Makudo, and | have been holding a series of conversations with students in
the residences, to establish how best we can continue to improve on student life in our
boarding houses. This gives us an opportunity to connect with the students in an informal and
relaxed environment and it is also quite refreshing and liberating to hear how differently we
view the world, but also encouraging to listen to student voices as we continue to engage
them on what is important to them, and how collectively we can work with each other to
improve the quality of residential life in a more holistic way.

These conversations will also be filtered down to our day student community. Whilst in the
same school, they also have different needs, and it is equally important to listen to their voice.

Activities for the week

The Senior School held a very stimulating Interhouse-debate at the beginning of the week.
The motions put forward were again very robust and our students continue to grow in stature
and confidence on these platforms.

Congratulations to Falcons (259) for emerging winners in the tightly contested event, and
they were closely followed by Eagles (257) and Hawks (233) trailing in at third place for a
change.
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Thank you to Mr. Mambiravana and Mr. Chiyangwa for driving this event so successfully.

Our Senior boys put up a great challenge against Peacemakers, a local football Academy,
losing by a narrow margin. The standard of football played on the day was very pleasing.

Thank you and congratulations to Mr. Munatsi and his Team for the commitment shown to
the strengthening of football in the high school.

Our Hockey boys put a up sterling challenge against the North West University in a friendly
on Friday afternoon. Clearly the University were more experienced and a stronger opponent,
but our boys put up a gallant fight in the second half, with no goal being put past them as
they recovered from the stage fright and took the game to their opponents as their
confidence developed.

| wish to express my sincere gratitude to Mr. Chiyangwa for the time and effort he is putting
into the development of hockey in the school. Congratulations and thank you sir.

We had the penultimate (mixed girls and boys), Netball Interhouse competition on Friday
afternoon with Hawks emerging victorious in the competition. Thank you to Mr Mosime and
his team for organising the event.

We conclude our Interhouse fixtures with Volleyball tomorrow afternoon. Our Volleyball
Teams are hard at fraining as we prepare to host the upcoming Volleyball Festival from the
4th -6th August during the first weekend of our school holidays. We are expecting over 40 boys’
and girls’ teams to descend on International School of South Africa, and for the first time, in
my experience, we have teams travelling from as far afield as Lusaka.

Thank you to Mr. Chitashu and his Team of Coaches for driving this. We wish them well in the
forthcoming preparations.

V Show

On Saturday evening the Prom Committee held the V. show as a fundraiser for the
forthcoming Prom Dance in September. This event is always student driven in most schools.
Often in my previous school, | have informed parents not to attend these, because of the
unexpected surprises that can be sprung on you from the stage while you are watching the
show. | was moved by the standard, the quality of acts and the generosity of spirit that
students demonstrated in their support of their peers during performances. It was a show that
| would have been comfortable to have parents attend.
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What struck me most about my observations of the past week, was the depth of talent that
exists within our school across the different disciplines.

There is a place for every student to shine as each student brings their individual talents to
the fore, as they are afforded the opportunity to share those talents with the entire
community. This can only contribute to making the school a better place. “ISSA has got
talent” has a nice ring to it.

Thanks to Mrs. Makudu and the Prom Committee for organising such an entertaining and
inclusive event.

Conclusion

With examinations around the corner, we wish to take this opportunity to wish all our students
all the best in their preparations from all of us at International School of South Africa.

Please do not hesitate to call me if you need to seek any further clarity. Thank you for the
support.

“If it matters to the child, it matters to us”

Yours sincerely

Y/ /, 1/
P /\/’/‘ //’
Bruce Wells
CEO/Headmaster
International School of South Africa
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