
 

 

           3 December 2021 

Dear Parents, 

We have finally come to the end of the longest academic term in the history of the school, and arguably one of 

the most challenging years in trying to find the right balance in running an educational institution in the midst 

of a pandemic. 

As we reach the end of this year, we have a lot to be thankful for, and the most important being the gift of life 

and good health. Sadly many have not made it. 

We have persevered and our children have shown great resilience through it all, and we could not have done 

it without your support. Thank you. 

Reports  

After a successful examination period we look forward to good results. I have read a few reports, some students 

have excelled, others have improved their results and a few students need to apply themselves more as we 

return for the new academic year in 2022. 

Parents would have met with the respective Phase Heads, Teachers and Tutors to receive feedback on your 

child`s progress, and to discuss the relevant intervention strategies that will be required to ensure greater 

success for your child in the upcoming Academic year. Please pay careful attention to what has been discussed 

and recommended so that we can provide the necessary support and appropriate intervention strategies to 

realise greater success in 2022. 

Discipline and Integrity 

Discipline in the school has been relatively good considering all the challenges we have had to deal with in the 

last two years. However, I was slightly disappointed where some of our students showed poor judgement by 

consuming alcohol on the last day of term. This matter will be dealt with in the strongest of terms when we 

return to school in the New Year.   

I will always share this kind of information with parents in a very transparent way, with the view of receiving 

your support as we continue to improve the Discipline and the Academic tone within the school.   

Thank you to the parents that have already shown cooperation with the school in dealing with this matter. It is 

hugely appreciated. 

COVID-19 Pandemic 

The pandemic continues to be part of our lives as we move to the close of the year. The Omicron variant has 

knocked on our doors in mid-November. We have collectively weathered 3 waves of the virus and this too shall 

pass. 

However, the leadership of ISSA, both management and governors, have agreed that vaccination is the most 

important intervention to mitigate against the negative impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. We recognize that 



 

 

our investment in the learning environment is enhanced by ensuring the school environs are as safe as 

possible. Achieving full vaccination for our school community means that we reduce the risks of significant 

closures, as the virus becomes part of our regular existence. We note the President`s commitment to 

mandatory vaccination expressed on Sunday, 28 November. We will continue to monitor the national 

landscape with particular reference to the response across the schooling system. 

We therefore urge all of you to get vaccinated and ensure that all our students are vaccinated as soon as they 

are eligible. As we expand vaccination coverage, we may well reduce the capacity for the virus to mutate. 

Please find attached a document: WHY CHILDREN ARE BEING OFFERED a COVID-19 VACCINATION. 

Staffing 

Today we bade farewell to Debby Jansen who has been at the International School of South Africa for the past 

12 years. We thank her for the positive contribution that she has made at the School over a long period, and 

we wish her well in her future endeavours as she takes up a new post in Vryburg, still in the North West 

Province. 

Also leaving is Mr. Nhlanhla Mbuyazi, who joined us in September 2021. We thank him for the impact he has 

made in our school in the short space of time. We wish him well in his future endeavours as he takes up a new 

post at Bishops in Cape Town in the New Year. 

Retirement 

We wish Mr. Lal Jinasena a happy retirement as he completes a 29 year stint here at the International School 

of South Africa.  Mr. Jinasena has left an indelible legacy in the sporting department at ISSA. 

Ms Martha Maruatla retires after 32 years of service at the school where she worked in various departments 

within housekeeping, and she retires as the Head of Housekeeping. 

Governance 

A week ago we had our first Face to Face meeting with members of the Board in two years. Once again it was 

great to the see everybody in person and to deliberate for about 10 hours about the future of the school. 

Allow me to introduce two new Board Members both alumnus. 

Mr Gontse Moseneke and Mrs Angelica Bojosi 

Mr Gontse Moseneke is currently the Chief Executive Officer of Mahube Infrastructure Ltd, which is a JSE 

listed company. Mr Moseneke holds an MSc degree in Actuarial Management, as well as a BSc in Statistics 

and Actuarial Sciences from the University of Cape Town. In addition he has professional certification from the 

Institute of Actuaries UK, as well as the CFA Institute in the USA. We welcome Mr Moseneke to the Board of 

Governors and the school will certainly benefit from his wealth of experience. 



 

 

Mrs Bojosi is an attorney and holds a LL.M in Commercial Law from the University of Queensland in Australia, 

as well as a LL.B from the University of Cape Town. In addition she also has a BA in English and Law from the 

University of Cape Town. 

Mrs Bojosi is currently employed by the Desai Law Group, where she is a Partner in the Firm, and holds 

professional membership to the Botswana Law Society, the Law Society of England and Wales, Board member 

of Morula Capital Partners Proprietary Limited, as well as being a Legal Expert on the Botswana Institute of 

Chartered Accountants Anti-Money Laundering and Counter Terrorism Proliferation Committee. 

We welcome Mrs Bojosi to the Board of Governors and likewise the school will gain huge benefit from her 

expertise and knowledge. 

Mrs Thato Tlape has been unanimously re-elected as the Board Chair for another term. 

Mrs Olga Maleka has also been unanimously re-elected for another term as the Vice Chairperson. 

Equally I wish to thank Mr Mzuziwezulu Kekana and Mrs Lydia Monyepao for agreeing to serve another term 

of the Board of Governors to ensure stability. 

I wish to thank Mrs Thato Tlape and the members of the Board for providing sound strategic leadership and 

direction to this beautiful institution. 

End of Term Arrangements 

All Administration offices will be closed from the 10th December 202 and will re-open on the 4th of January 

2022. 

Parents are urged to contact the school by the 10th of December if there is any business they need to wrap up. 

Beginning of the Year 

School opens for students on the 11th of January 2022. 

Boarders return on Saturday 8 January 2022, and Sunday 9 January 2022. 

The Administration and Accounts offices will be open on the 4th of January 2022. 

Punctuality 

I kindly urge parents to please adhere to the published times for pick-ups at the ORT International airport in 

Johannesburg. Late departures often result in our busses having to spend more time travelling at night on our 

busy South African roads, and resulting in late arrivals to the Boarding houses which is not always ideal. 

I trust that we will receive your cooperation in this regard. 

Transport and travel arrangements will be published in a separate communication. 

Conclusion 



 

 

In conclusion I wish to express my sincere gratitude for all the support that you have shown me and the school 

during these testing times in the last two years. I also wish to express my heartfelt thanks to all the staff at the 

International School of South Africa across all departments for all their hard work and for their support of my 

leadership. 

I also take this opportunity to wish everybody a restful and peaceful Festive Season as you gather with family.  

Everything in moderation as they say, but most importantly please stay safe as we head into the 4th wave. 

Yours sincerely  

 

Bruce Wells 
CEO/Headmaster  
International School of South Africa 
 

 


