
 

 

           12 March 2021 

Dear Parents, 

Our examinations are drawing to a close at the end of this week and we have run a very successful examination to all 

intense and purposes despite the energy challenges we experienced this week. 

Day Off 

Our students have been given a day off on Monday 30th  August 2021, in the High School so they can recharge their 

batteries ready to take on Term 3 in the true sense of the word. 

This will give staff the opportunity to wrap up their marking in preparation for their parent consultations during the course 

of the week. 

Normal classes will resume on 31 August 2021.  

Energy Challenges 

We are increasingly experiencing power challenges within Mahikeng with the constant power outages and general 

disruptions to power supply for a variety reasons beyond our control. This week was unprecedented with almost 4 days 

without electricity provision. The Board is currently looking at alternative sources of energy supply for the school to try and 

mitigate this problem in the future. 

Thank you for your patience in this regard. 

Staff and Students 

I also extend a big thank you to all our staff and students, (especially in Boarding) for their patience and understanding 

for having to endure this inconvenience as result of the power outage. 

Chasing Red Project 

Our Community service group, Chasing Red, are running a campaign for the month of August to collect sanitary towels 

in support of the Girl Child coming from disadvantaged communities. On the 31st of August they will be running a Civvies 

day to support this initiative under the banner #keepagirlinschool. Students are requested to pay a modest R5 or bring 

a pack of sanitary towels to school. I am also asking that parents please support this initiative by dropping a pack of 

sanitary towels at the reception area of the High School. This year we are extending our reach to a village school Seshupo 

Primary, which is located about 35km from Mahikeng on the Vryburg road. We look forward to your support. 

Website 

Our new school website development is well underway. We are having our first view with the Team on the 7th 

September, for further input.  Parents will be informed when we go live. 

Digital Video 

Our students have produced what I would describe as a “homegrown production, digital virtual tour of the school” under 

the watchful eye of Jerome Sibande our Headboy, and his Marketing Team.  We thank the students and Mr. Peter Chitashu 

who has worked closely with the students in producing this project. 



 

 

This video is gaining beautiful traction on our Social Media platforms and I would also like our parents to share it with 

friends and their networks. 

COVID-19 

Parents we continue to manage this space as carefully as we can. We have released our F4 and 5 students back into the 

main boarding residence following the recent isolation, after receiving their negative tests results. 

This may seem contrary to the stipulated protocols, however we have had instances where staff and students who have 

come out of the isolation period, test positive, despite having served the prescribed time in isolation. This Delta variant 

seems so unpredictable and we would like to err on the side of being extra cautious. 

Our senior students are going into their final examination in a month`s time and I would really like to keep our learning 

and living spaces as free as possible from any threats of the virus. 

Many schools close to us continue to have many students in isolation as we speak and I am just grateful that we are trying 

to minimize the risk as much as possible on our campus. 

We are also pleased to inform parents, that some of our students over 18 years have gone on to receive their first 

vaccination jab this week. We thank Mr Nyemba for taking the students for their COVID-19 vaccines. 

Please let us continue to maintain our vigilance and keep the communication open in this testing space. 

Prayers for Board Member 

Parents I ask for your sincere and deep prayers for Mr. Gaarekwe Penyenye, a current member of the Board, and an 

alumni who is gravely ill at the moment in in ICU for the last six weeks in Johannesburg. 

We pray for his speedy healing and recovery so he may return to his family as soon as possible and for the many others 

that may find themselves in a similar situation. 

Conclusion 

I urge you to continue to look after your health during these times of uncertainties and please don’t hesitate to call me if 

there is any clarity that you wish to seek. 

Stay Safe, Social Distance, Wear Your Mask, Sanitize and Vaccinate. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Bruce Wells 
CEO/Headmaster  
International School of South Africa 
 


