
 

 

           19 August 2021 

Dear Parents, 
 
Let me begin by thanking you all for the well wishes I received from you while I was in hospital. My feet are firmly 
under my desk and I am feeling much better thanks. 
 
Internal Examinations 
 
Our internal examinations have begun successfully, and the entire school will be in the examination period until 
August 27th. We kindly request that parents pick up their children from school on time and that they be in 
environments that promote revision and consolidation of work in preparation for the next examination. We 
understand the difficulties we are experiencing with COVID-19. Please communicate challenges with the school as 
soon as possible so that online examinations can be administered to those who are in isolation and, in a position, 
to sit for examinations. 
 
The Primary school will begin their examinations from the 23 – 27 August. 
 
May/June AS Results 
 
We received our May/June AS results on August 10th. Once again, we applaud our teachers and students for 
achieving results that are worthy of our school and community. A significant improvement in our total AS pass rate 
of 81% as opposed to 61% for the past 8 years, with a full component of our students progressing from AS to A 
Level. This is commendable.  
 
We encourage our students to continue to strive for greatness as they near the end of their 
school careers. With the present trajectory, we expect these students to achieve excellent results 
in their final A Level examination in November. 
  
We congratulate the students listed below on their exceptional performance in these exams. I have also included 
the results of top achievers that took the examinations in November 2020 to complete the picture. 
 
Jerome Sibanda - 4A’s 
Imraan Moosa - 4 A’s 
Elsa Kibowa - 4A’s 
Qhama Mtshamtsha - 3A’s 1C 
Wilferd Shereni - 2A’s 2B’s 
Vinjero Manda - 2A’s 1B 
Mohammed Tayob - 2A’s 2B’s 
Bokang Sera - 1A 3B’s 
Sinqobile Semelane - 1 A 3B’s 
Resego Mosarwe - 2A’s 2B’s 
Tanaka Nheera 1A 1B 1C 
 

 



 

 

Form 5 Drama May/June Examinations 

Our F5 Drama students also produced a strong set of results with Nicole Chitashu achieving a distinction and 7 
other students achieving B grades which were 1-3% off an A grade. 
We would like to express our gratitude to our parents for their unwavering support and contribution in their 
children's education. 
 

Interventions Classes 

Throughout the examination period, all intervention classes will be suspended. When these sessions resume, we 
will notify students and their parents timeously. 
 

Staffing 

We bade farewell to Mrs. Unami Simba on Monday, she moves on to take up a new teaching post at Waterford 
Kamhlaba in Eswatini. We wish her well and thank her for the contribution she has made at ISSA over the years. 
 
We have almost completed the process of appointing a suitable Chemistry teacher and we have a good interim 
arrangement in place to ensure that the students’ teaching and learning is not disrupted. 
 

Walking Home after School 

It has come to our attention that some of our day scholars are walking home by themselves. We live in a real world 
fraught with so many dangers. I would therefore strongly discourage students from walking home by themselves 
after school. In the event that they have to walk home for whatever reason, they should try to walk in a group of no 
less than 3 students, for safety reasons. I hope I receive your support in this regard. 
 

COVID-19 

COVID-19 continues to become part and parcel of our lives. As a community we continue to manage this space as 
vigilantly as we can and we work strictly within the parameters of our COVID-19 policy without deviation. I ask 
parents to continue exercising this discipline in their homes and please keep us in the loop at all times about the 
COVID-19 status of your children. 
 
We are having a fairly good run as a school as they say, if you look at what is happening in schools around us in 
the country, and let us keep it that way. 
 

Positive Case 

News just in is that a day student in Form 5 has tested positive for COVID-19 today. This means that all Form 5 
students will have to go into immediate isolation for the next 10 days and take their examinations online.  
 
All students should have received, the Academic Honesty and Cheating Policy from Mr. Makudo`s desk regarding 
dishonesty and plagiarism. 



 

 

 
We trust that all students will fully conform to the prescripts of the policy which has been widely shared for both 
students and parents. Parents, we will rely on your support in this regard. 
 
All F5 Boarding students (5) will be put into isolation in Kwena hostel for the next 10 days from where they will write 
their examinations online under strict supervision. 
 

School Fees 

The school fee collection is in a slightly better position compared to the same time last year.  I am hugely appreciative 
of this effort by our parents. We continue to hold each other’s hands during these difficult economic times. 
 

Pastoral Letter 

You will be receiving a letter from Mrs Gabriel’s desk, please read that carefully. 

Reflection 

Whilst in hospital, I was reading a book on Mindfulness and I wish to share a reflection from the book which I shared 
with staff in our recent meeting. 
 
“There is a traditional saying that the mind takes its shape from what it rests upon. In other words if you keep resting 
your mind on self-criticism, worries, stress and negativity, then your brain will be shaped to greater reactivity, 
vulnerability to anxiety and can lead to depression. However, if you keep resting your mind on good events and 
positivity, over time your brain will take a different shape, one with strength and resilience hardwired into it.” 
 

Conclusion 

I would again like to thank the parents for the partnership and please don’t hesitate to call me if there is anything 
you wish to clarify. 
 
Please stay safe and follow all the COVID-19 safety protocols. 

Kind regards 

 

Bruce Wells 
CEO/Headmaster 
International School of South Africa 
 

 


