
 

 

            30 July 2021 

Dear Parents,  

We have made a good start to the term and we are pleased that all our students that travelled into South Africa have 

returned safely. 

We had a good opening Assembly to provide a balanced perspective about the unfortunate events that have 

engulfed the country in the past week, and were also able to provide reassurance that all will be fine. 

Following the tensions of 2 weeks ago, the country has returned to relative calm and we hope that it stays this way. 

Tokyo Olympics 2020 

The entire world is absorbed by the biggest sporting spectacle in the world, the Olympic Games 2020, which has 

been hosted so beautifully and graciously by the people of Japan. I trust that you will find some time to watch some 

of the events which also gives us an opportunity to take remove from the gloomy events that have been part of our 

daily existence. 

They are so many life lessons to be learnt from the Olympic Games, from the unlimited capacity of human body, to 

heart of human solidarity, and the embracing of diversity and inclusivity with its unlimited potential. 

Congratulations to Tatjana Schoenmaker for being the first woman to win South Africa`s first gold medal at the 

Tokyo Olympics, since Penny Heyns 25 years ago, and also for setting a New World record in the 200m breaststroke 

in a time of 2:18.95. What an inspiration!  

COVID-19 

We continue to manage our campus as best we can as prescribed by our COVID-19 policy and guided by the COVID 

committee. There has been a debate about the PCR test vs the RAPID test within the boarding school community. 

The COVID committee has recommended a PCR test for returning boarding students even those travelling from 

within the country because of the inaccuracy of the RAPID test. 

One of our local students travelling from Gauteng had taken a RAPID test which returned negative. After a 

conciliatory discussion and recommendation to the affected parent to go for a PCR test, the result returned positive 

and the student is now in quarantine. I share this information so we all remain on the same page as we continue to 

deal with this illusive pandemic. 

Thanks again to those parents that have shared with us the status of their children as a result of the pandemic and 

have kept them back at home as required by the prescribed protocols. 

The Delta variant is very contagious and aggressive. 

Currently one of our teachers are in quarantine after testing positive for COVID -19 during the course of the holidays, 

and a further two of our staff members also now have to work online as a result of positive cases in their homes this 

week. 

As we can see, the journey with the pandemic still remains a long one. 

 



 

 

Academic Programme 

Mr Makudo has provided a detailed Academic programme to our students for Term 3, this will be followed by ongoing 

reminders and schedules as we move through the term. I am pleased that our students have moved into academic 

mode from the first day of school, and our intervention classes have also begun promptly. 

Mr. Makudo will also be sharing the Academic Honesty policy with students and parents as we go into our 

examination sessions. 

Pastoral Programme 

Mrs. Gabriel has completed the adjustments on our COVID -19 policy document following our COVID-19 Committee 

meeting. It will return to the COVID – 19 Committee for final ratification. This will be shared with the school 

community when this process has been completed. 

We have also completed the Child Care Protection Policy which will be presented at our next Board meeting for final 

ratification. 

Mrs. Gabriel is in the process of completing the Pastoral Care and Leadership policy documents this term and these 

will be shared once completed. 

Parents, please communicate with your child’s Tutor if there are any concerns that you wish to raise about your child 

around Academic or Pastoral matters. 

Website 

We have made some significant headway with the designing of our School`s new website. We are all waiting in 

anticipation as the professional website developers continue working on designing a new, fresher looking and user 

friendly website. 

Extra-Curricular Activities 

These have been suspended till the end of August as we continue to manage our COVID-19 space. 

School Fees 

Thank you for the diligent manner in which you have managed the paying of your fees. This is hugely appreciated 

and not taken for granted during these challenging economic times. 

Condolences 

Our sympathies go out to Mrs. Delvine Schuster who has been a long serving member of the ISSA community. She 

went into retirement at the end of 2020. Sadly her husband passed on this week. On behalf of the ISSA community 

we extend our deepest condolences to Delvine and her family on the passing of her husband. May the Lord of all 

comfort be their portion at this time.    

Alumni Profile 

This week we proudly profile Mrs. Angela Kerrison Hafner as we continue to try and reconnect with our Alumni. 
 



 

 

Angela Kerrison Hafner 
(ISSA 1991 – 1996) 

She has attached an inspiring and extensive biography. Enjoy!

 



 

 

Angela Kerrison 
Opera singer and Mum 

 

I was born and raised in Gaborone, Botswana to a Motswana Mum and a British Father. I attended Broadhurst Primary 

school and then went on to the International School of Bophuthatswana afterwards renamed International School of South 

Africa (ISSA). 1997 I was accepted into the University of Cape Town’s Music College to start my operatic studies. I 

would see my first opera in Cape Town once I had started at UCT. 

 

ISSA was where my love for the stage was developed and supported. At ISSA I had the opportunity to take singing lessons 

with Barbara Stout and do Speech and Drama with Carol Ashman, aside from all the usual subjects. Once I completed my 

metric (H.I.G.C.S.E.) I was determined to stay in southern Africa to continue with my tertiary education. My European 

hopes and ambitions came years later. 

Carol Mclaren, the Deputy Headmistress at the time, pointed me to a singing teacher in Cape Town. Sarita Stern helped 

make me, and countless others, into the opera singer I am today.  

 

BIOGRAPHY 

 

Angela Kerrison made her professional operatic debut in 2004 as Violetta in La Traviata at the Joseph Stone Theatre in 

Athlone, Cape Town, repeating the role at the Artscape Opera house later the same year to critical acclaim.  

Other roles include Adele in Die Fledermaus at Artscape and creating the role of Veronica Jonkers in Thomas Rajna’s 

Valley Song for Cape Town Opera at the Spier Arts Festival in Stellenbosch. 

 

While a member of the Cape Town Opera Studio, she sang many roles including Gretel in Hansel and Gretel, Belinda in 

Dido and Aeneas, Leila in Pearl Fishers and Despina in Cosi fan tutte.  

Angela has also sung soloist roles in oratorios including David Fanshawe’s African Sanctus, Handel’s Messiah and 

Haydn’s Harmoniemesse.  

Born in Botswana, she joined the University of Cape Town Opera School under the direction of Angelo Gobbato and 

the vocal training of Sarita Stern, graduating with a Performer’s Diploma in Opera. 

In January 2005 Angela was awarded the role of Zerlina in the International Don Giovanni Singing Competition in 

Verona, Italy. August 2005, in the role of Magnolia, she toured to Germany and Norway in Cape Town Opera’s 

acclaimed Showboat production. Most recently Angela played Micaela in Carmen at the Artscape Opera House.  

In December 2005 she was awarded the Musician of the Year by the Botswana Arts and Culture Department for her 

achievements in her field.  

In 2006 Angela was part of the South African national tour of the Zulu opera Princess Magogo written by Mzilikazi 

Khumalo, with performances at the Het Muziektheatre in Amsterdam, the Netherlands in May 2006.  



 

 

2006 - 2008 Angela was part of the 'International Opera Studio of the Zurich Opera House', Zürich, Switzerland.  

In September 2007 Angela returned to South Africa to perform Pamina in the William Kentridge, 'La Monnaie' 

production of 'Die Zauberflöte', at the Cape Town Opera House and the Johannesburg Civic Theatre.  

Being part of the International Opera Studio of Zurich Opera she performed Polly ‘The Beggar’s Opera’, Didone ‘La 

Didone’, La Contessa ‘Rigoletto’; as well as singing in dozens of concerts. As a member of the Ensemble at the 

Heidelberg State Theater in Germany she was nominated for The Faust Theater prize for her superlative portrayal of 

Servilia in Vivaldi’s ‘Tito Manlio’. She was part of the Salzburg Young Singers Program at the Salzburg Festival in 

2008 returning the following year as a Cover for Händel’s Theodora.  

With a magnetic stage presence Angela has performed to critical acclaim in roles such as; Nannetta ‘Falstaff’, Servilia 

‘Tito Manlio’ & ‘La clemenza di Tito’, Pamina ‘Die Zauberflöte’.  

Angelas concert repertoire ranges from German Lied, French Chanson to contemporary music. In concert Angela has 

had the opportunity to perform with; Auryn Quartet, the Swiss Youth Orchestra SJSO, Axel Bauni, Pierra Goy, Albert 

Horne, the Philharmonic Radio Orchestra at the Concertgebouw Amsterdam, Tonhalle Zurich with the Graubuendner 

Philharmonic Orchestra.  

Angela is happily married and lives in Switzerland. She took time out from intensive performing to raise her 2 children. 

The beginning of the Corona pandemic put hold on plans to get on the stage again. However as it currently stands she 

will have a busy year in 2022 debuting 2 wonderful operetta roles.  

'The one outstanding performance is Angela Kerrison's Pamina, an enchanting heroine.'  

Business Day, 3rd Oct 2007, Michael Coulson  

www.angelakerrison.com 

“I look forward to being an inspiration and of assistance where I can be.” 

In conclusion, if there is anything you wish to clarify, please do not hesitate to call me and thanks again for 

your continued support of the school. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Bruce Wells 
CEO/Headmaster 
International School of South Africa 

 


