
 

 

         

18 July 2021 

Dear Parents, 
 
I trust you are still enjoying time with your families, as we go into the last week of our holidays. 

I am writing to respond to a few concerns that have been raised with me by a few parents over the extension 

of the lockdown by the State President, and the recent riots and looting that have led to the untimely deaths 

and destruction of property, predominantly in the KwaZulu Natal and Gauteng Provinces. 

Extension of Lockdown 

As far as the lockdown goes, we are pretty much on track to open on the published dates that were issued to 

parents at the end of last term. 

The extension of the lockdown as announced by the State President on Friday, coincides with the dates we 

had published for the opening of school as follows. 

Sunday:  25th July all boarders will be expected to return to boarding 

Tuesday: 27th July school will be opening for face-to-face learning at 07.30 am. Should there be a 

deviation from these date parents will be promptly informed. 

The COVID cases are showing a decline across the regions and hopefully by the time we return to school, the 

curve would have flattened even further. 

I am pleased to inform parents that most of our teachers, including administration, grounds, cleaning, and 

maintenance staff have received their COVID-19 vaccinations during the holidays, and we will do a mop up of 

other members of staff as the National Vaccination programme of the government continues to be rolled out. 

Riots and Looting 

The past week has probably been the darkest in the history of our country where the whole world watched in 

horror as the rampant looting and wanton destruction of property accompanied by the unfortunate loss of lives 

engulfed our country. 

I wish to begin by assuring parents that while there are still pockets of tension within KwaZulu Natal and 

perhaps some parts of Gauteng, the situation seems to be more under control now and things are slowly 

returning to “normality”. 

Currently there is no threat to us returning to school on the published dates at all at this point in time. 

The political problems facing South Africa right now are very complex both politically and otherwise and have 

been as such for decades now.  



 

 

What I can say is this. As a country and a nation, we are a resilient people and on countless occasions we 

have managed to collectively overcome this kind of adversity in South Africa. There have been many occasions 

where the country was at its brink, and we managed to steer it back on course. This does not suggest that we 

by any means condone what has happened in the past week, it has been condemned with all the contempt 

that it deserves. However, we all need to work and pray together as a nation to find peaceful and lasting 

solutions that can address the complexities that are currently confronting our country. 

We are a young democracy which continues to re-imagine itself in times like these, and I am confident our 

Constitution and our Judiciary are built on solid foundations. 

Thankfully Mahikeng is pretty much intact after the events of last week because the people rallied together and 

said, not in their name will they allow their town to be looted and vandalized. This must be seen as a victory 

for the town of Mahikeng and for many other towns across the country, where ordinary citizens across the 

spectrum rallied together to protect communities, businesses, and property alike against the threat of looting. 

In conclusion, we continue to appeal to our Ubuntu as we pray for good reason to prevail within our body politic 

of South Africa, as we pick up the pieces and continue to work towards rebuilding a peaceful, just, and united 

country. 

Thank you for the confidence that you continue to show in our school, and please do not hesitate to call me if 

there is anything you wish to clarify. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Bruce Wells 
CEO/Headmaster 
International School of South Africa 
 
 
 


