
 

 

           28 May 2021 

Dear Parents, 

Just a further update of events this past week. 

In total 11 students received positive tests for COVID 19 in the High school which is a reasonably high index 

for such a small community. However, all students remain asymptomatic barring one student that showed 

symptoms on Thursday evening but is more stable today. 

What is worth mentioning is that all these positive cases have come out of the contact tracing of the Netball 

players and the Lower Sixth Form students. 

We have not recorded any new positive cases coming from outside this controlled group in the past seven 

days. 

All positive students remain in quarantine under strict medical supervision and there are a further 10 students 

that remain in isolation for observation.  

It is against this background coming out of an SME meeting and in consultation with the whole staff yesterday, 

that a decision was reached to keep the High school students on the online platform till the 4th June as we 

closely monitor this space. 

We are relieved that we have not received feedback on any positive cases in the Primary School, prompting 

us to allow the Primary school to return to Face to Face learning from Monday the 31st of May 2021. 

Parents, the infection rate in Mahikeng remains high for now, and we are urging parents to be extra vigilant in 

their homes and their work spaces during this time. 

I urge parents not to send students to school if they bare any symptoms than put themselves and the wider 

school community at risk. 

Many of us are familiar with the Screening sheet which I have attached as an addendum to my letter to Parents.   

I urge all of us to re-familiarize ourselves with what to look for on a daily basis, before we send our children to 

school or go to work for that matter. 

I am afraid to mention at this stage that some of our senior students are not acting responsibly in their spaces 

by not following the correct protocols despite numerous reminders and conversations on how we should 

conduct ourselves in our spaces. 

We will continue to remind them about taking responsibility for their own wellbeing and that of others in their 

spaces, however, I would also ask that parents reinforce the notion of responsible behaviour during these 

times. 

I would also like to share a slight level of concern for me where two of our parents this week stated they had 

to come out of isolation to collect their children from school. Enough said about this. Please let us act 

responsibly. 



 

 

COVID COMMITTEE 

On a more positive note, we had a very positive and constructive engagement with our first official COVID 

COMMITTEE on Tuesday evening. 

Our Health professionals within the Committee were able to give us sound guidance on how best we can 

continue to manage this space responsibly and were also able to provide counsel on how best we can continue 

to strengthen our COVID policy.  

I feel more comfortable with the level of support and advice I am receiving from the COVID-Committee and we 

are fortunate as a school to be receiving this type of high level counsel from our Committee. 

Allow me to again introduce the COVID Committee again to you as more new members have joined since my 

last communication.  

Dr. G Moleele 
Hospital Superintendent of Lenmed Bokamoso Private Hospital - Botswana. Dr Moleele leads all Clinical 
Governance activities with responsibility for oversight of patient safety and quality outcomes. Her academic 
qualifications are as follows: 
Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery - Glasgow University Medical School 
Membership of the Royal College of Physicians (UK) 
Certificate of Completion of Specialist Training - Diabetes, Endocrinology and General Medicine - Specialist 
Registrar Training Scheme 
Merit Certificate in Pathology/Microbiology 
Merit Certificate in Peadiatrics 
 
Prof. L Green-Thompson 
Dean of the School of Health Sciences - University of Cape Town 
MBBCh - University of the Witwatersrand 
Diploma in Anaesthesia, College of Medicine of SA 
Fellowship of the College of Anaesthesiologist, College of Medicine of SA 
MMed (Anaesthetics), University of the Witwatersrand 
PhD - University of the Witwatersrand - Thesis in 'The nature of social accountability in South African medical 
practice and education' 
Leadership innovations in Education and Health Care 
 
Dr A Mansoor 
MBBCh - University of the Witwatersrand - Private practice in Mafikeng and Doctor to the International 
School of South Africa. Dr Mansoor is also a parent of students at ISSA. 
 

Mrs S Wushe 
MSc. Biokinetics; Master in Public Health; PhD (Cand) 
Epidemiologic Tools for Public Health Practice (Johns Hopkins University) 
COVID-19 Contact Tracing (Johns Hopkins University) 
Level 3 ISAK Kinanthropometrist (Instructor) 



 

 

Exercise is Medicine (SA) Accredited Professional 
FIFA Diploma in Football Medicine 
Mrs Wushe is also a parent of ISSA 
 
Mrs Junade Steenkamp 
Professional Nurse – Department of Health 
Mrs Steenkamp is also a parent of ISSA 
 
Dr Wale Oladimeji 
World Health Organisation 

 
Mr B Wells 
CEO/Headmaster 
 
Mr P Nheera 
Deputy Principal – Primary School 
 
Mrs L Gabriel 
Deputy Principal – Pastoral 
 
Mr T Makudo 
Deputy Principal – Academics 
 
Mr Peter Chitashu 
Houseparent – Nkwe Hostel 
 
Mrs G Makudo 
Houseparent – Thutlwa Hostel 
 
Mr M Nyemba 
Houseparent – Tshukudu Hostel 
 

Academics 

The 6th Form students have almost completed their AS examinations with three more papers to go in the first 

week of June. 

All students have returned to class and study breaks will be granted for the balance of papers that have to be 

written by 6th Form students. 

Our Form 5 students completed their final IGCSE Drama examinations this morning. 

Our intervention classes will continue as planned, online for the balance of next week as we continue to review 

this space. 



 

 

 

Open Day  

Please be reminded of our Primary School open day on the 5th June 2021. We had grand plans of taking our 

Marimba band and our up and coming violinists to the CROSSING MALL this weekend, and sadly those plans 

had to be altered because of rising numbers in COVID-19 in Mahikeng. 

Sports Programme 

We had a great start to our sporting programme this term, which was brought to a halt by a directive issued by 

the Department of Basic Education to stop all contact sport, which was the responsible thing to do at this point 

in time. 

School Fees 

Let me also take this opportunity to thank all parents for the great effort you are making in trying to keep up 

with the payment of school fees. This is hugely appreciated. Please do not hesitate to come in to chat to us 

about potential payments plans, where we can meet each other halfway within reason if you are experiencing 

difficulty. 

In conclusion, I am also encouraged by the daily renewed interest in the school by potential new parents. 

This certainly does inspire confidence and I wish to again thank all of you for your support of the school thus 

far.  

We have weathered many storms together during these past 15 months of the pandemic and this too shall 

pass they say. 

Please do not hesitate to call me if there is anything you wish to clarify. 

Yours sincerely  

 

Bruce Wells 
CEO/Headmaster  
International School of South Africa 
 

 


