
 

 

            7 May 2021 

Dear Parents, 

We welcome you back into the world of the International School for Term 2. 

We have made a great start to the term with most of our students returning to school Face to Face, and with 

all our boarding students travelling safely back into South Africa. 

As we are all aware, COVID-19 has become part of our reality, and hopefully we will continue to manage this 

space as best we can during this term. 

We began Term 2 with a full brief and orientation of our updated COVID-19 protocols with our students and 

teachers. This has now become standard practice at ISSA. 

Parents, we continue to seek that honest and transparent partnership with you in this space. 

Our winters in Mahikeng can be bitterly cold and with this weather comes flu and colds of different strands. 

I urge parents to take the necessary precautions to ensure that our students remain healthy and well during 

this season. 

In addition, I urge parents not to send children to school if they are not feeling well. There are clear protocols 

that have been outlined in our COVID policy, which have been discussed with the student community. 

If students absent themselves from school for 2 days or more, they will be required to bring a doctor’s certificate 

to school before they are allowed back to class.  

If students arrive to school late and the screening stations have been removed, they will have to report to 

reception for screening and be issued with a clearance note before they are allowed into the classroom. 

Parents, we are trying to tighten up as much as we can to ensure that we keep our spaces as risk free as 

possible. 

We have also spoken more firmly with students about taking more responsibility within their working and living 

spaces in the community. 

Confirmed COVID-19  

On Wednesday evening it was brought to my attention that one of our Teacher Assistants had received a 

confirmed COVID-19 positive result. 

She had reported for duty on Monday and worked in her normal workspace in Mrs. Dlamini`s class preparing 

the class for the beginning of term. On Monday afternoon the class was sanitized and fogged in preparation 

for the students’ return to school on Tuesday. 

She did not report for duty on Tuesday because she was not well and went for a COVID test. 

She did however work in the same space with Mrs. Dlamini on the day observing all protocols, including 

wearing the correct PPE`s. 



 

 

At the time of assessing the situation and after speaking to Mrs. Dlamini yesterday about the level of contact 

she had with the Teacher assistant, our interpretation of the contact as prescribed in our COVID policy can be 

interpreted as casual and remains a low risk. 

I was in contact with one of our members of the COVID Committee last night, who is a Medical doctor, and I 

described the level of contact between the teacher and the teacher assistant, and he also confirmed that this 

would be interpreted as low risk and casual contact. 

I apologise to those parents that felt a bit anxious yesterday about the lack of information coming from the 

school in relation to this case. It was purely against the background that the level of contact was low risk for 

both the teacher and the students, because they had not been in close contact as prescribed by our COVID-

19 policy.  

Parents, this is an increasingly difficult space to manage but I am confident if we adhere to the guidance as 

outlined in our “Working COVID-19 Policy” document, we will successfully manage this space collectively. I 

continue to ask for your co-operation and understanding in this regard. 

Find attached the comprehensive COVID-19 Policy document which we have developed for the school.  This 

remains a working document and will be constantly adjusted as new information is received in response to the 

pandemic.  

Staffing 

This term it gives me great pleasure to introduce Mr James Chiyangwa who will be joining the International 

School as a Biology teacher. He joins us with his wife and two children and brings with him a wealth of 

experience in Biology.  

He holds a BSc in Statistics and Biological Sciences, BSc Special Honours degree in Biological Sciences and 

a Masters’ in Public Health. 

He was the national hockey goalkeeper for the Zimbabwe national team, and we look forward to hockey 

developing at ISSA under his leadership. 

We welcome and thank Mr Memory Nyemba for raising his hand to lead Tshukudu Hostel, as the new House 

Parent for Senior Boys. 

Mr. Victor Ngambi, our Design and Technology teacher has been booked off sick for 3 weeks and the 

necessary cover provisions have been put into place so that students do not miss out on teaching time. We 

wish him a speedy recovery. 

Examinations  

Our 6th Form examinations are well underway and we wish our students the best of luck during this time. 

Extra-Curricular Activities (ECA’s) 

Our ECA’s both in the Primary and High school commence next week. The Department of Basic Education 

has given us the green light for all sporting activities to resume in a directive that was published on the 29th of 



 

 

March 2021. However, we will conduct our sporting activities in as safe a way as possible in compliance with 

our COVID-19 regulations. 

Condolences 

We would like to extend our deepest condolences to Professor Maleta and his family from Malawi on the 

passing on of Mrs. Maleta during the course of the holidays. 

Equally, we extend our deepest condolences to Mr Shepherd Ncube and his family on the passing of his mother 

during the holidays. We pray for strength and courage for both these families as they go through this difficult 

patch in their lives. 

In conclusion, let me wish you all the best as we go into a new term and thank you for all your co-operation in 

advance. 

Please sanitise, wear a mask and social distance. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Bruce Wells 
CEO/Headmaster  
International School of South Africa 


