
 

 

           31 March 2021 
           
Dear Parents, 

We have come to the end of a very busy and productive Term 1, despite the slight set back by our COVID 

cases in the last week.  Much has been achieved and should be celebrated despite some of the challenges 

Term 1 brought along with it. 

We are fortunate that were able to manage and contain the spread efficiently and thanks to all of you that came 

to rally in that space as we acted swiftly to minimize the further spread of the virus. 

I am pleased to report there were no new positive cases that were reported after all the necessary measures 

to quarantine and isolate students were put into place. We have learnt some valuable lessons from this 

experience. 

I would like to extend my sincere thanks to Dr. Moleele, Consultant Physician and Endocrinologist, a boarding 

parent and a board member who offered us sound advice on how to best manage our environment during this 

time. 

Also a big thank you to Sister Junade Steenkamp, Communicable Diseases Coordinator for Mafikeng Sub 

district and her team from the Department of Health, who were fantastic in supporting us with the contact 

tracing and providing clearance certificates for our students to be able to travel at the end of Term 1. 

Thank you also Dr. Ayesha Mansoor for organising Path-Care to do the block testing of all our Boarding 

students. 

COVID -19 Committee 

As we prepare for the expected 3rd wave, we have been instrumental in setting up a more robust COVID 

Committee with additional expertise. The Committee will meet regularly to monitor developments and closely 

follow the guidance and advisories from the government and public health organisations, with the sole purpose 

of creating a safe environment for both students and staff within the ISSA Community.  

The following additional members have accepted nomination to serve on the Committee. 

Dr. Gontle Moleele - Board Member 

Professor Lionel Green-Thompson - Board Member 

Dr. Ayesha Mansoor - ISSA Family doctor 

Sister Junade Steenkamp - Department of Health Mafikeng Sub Region. 

Mr Joshua Oladimeji - World Health Organisation 

More information will follow in this regard as we return for Term 2. 

 



 

 

COVID-19 Status 

While it is not mandatory for our day students to test, it is good practice to know your status on a regular basis.  

We encourage all our parents to monitor their spaces very vigilantly during the course of the holidays.  Should 

your children display any obvious symptoms of COVID-19 please take them for a test. It is mandatory for all 

Boarding students to return with a COVID-19 test result, to ensure that all students in the boarding houses are 

negative when they return at the beginning of every term. In this way we are able to monitor our boarding 

spaces diligently on the basis that everyone is negative. 

It will always be a challenge to track the origins of the virus within our community, if we at the outset are not 

able to accurately establish the status of all our members within our community. 

However, let us try our level best to maintain all the necessary protocols during the holidays, and avoid putting 

each other at risk as we return to school in the second term. 

In a recently published Newsletter, our State President, Cyril Ramaphosa stated the following. 

“We are now at a time where precaution is needed above all. The corona virus has not been eliminated, either 

in our own country or around the world. The threat of a third wave is real and ever present.” 

Parents I look forward to your support in this regard. 

Reports and Commendations 

I had the privilege of reading a sample of our High School reports this week. I was pleased by the high standard 

of achievement by many of our students for which they must be commended. We encourage those students 

that have not reached their full potential this term to continue working hard and to carefully read their Teacher 

and Tutor comments in their reports as this will inform them where they need to apply themselves more. 

Congratulations to all our students that were commended for outstanding Academic achievement in our Final 

Assembly for Term 1 yesterday. 

All reports should be emailed to parents by 10.00 am this morning if all goes according to plan. 

Term 2 Timetable High School 

A new timetable will be published for the High School at the beginning of Term 2, as a result of teacher 

movement and the recruitment of new staff. The new timetable will be emailed to parents and shared on the 

students Google classroom during the course of the holidays. 

Parent Consultation 31st March. 

All parent – teacher consultation will take place online beginning at 8.30 am this morning and scheduled to 

end at 14:00 hours this afternoon for Forms 1, Lower 6 and Upper 6. 

Because of time constraints the balance of the forms will be seen in Term 2. 

 



 

 

Term 2 

6 May 2021 from 14:30 hours, Forms 2 and 3. 

7 May 2021 from 14:30 hours Forms 4 and 5. 

AS examinations 

I wish to take this opportunity to wish all our 6th Form students all the best as they prepare to take their deferred 

2020 AS examinations when we return in May for Term 2. 

Farewells 

This term we bade farewell to Miss Langutani Mathebula who leaves us in the Science Department to pursue 

her Teaching career at St. Stithians in Johannesburg. We wish her all the best in her future endeavours and 

thank her for her loyal service to the International School of South Africa for the past two and a half years. 

We also said goodbye to a loyal servant of the school in the transport department, Mr Jeffrey Mashaba who 

worked as a driver at ISSA for the past 5 years. He has moved closer to his family and we wish him all the best 

in his next job. 

Easter Weekend 

The Easter weekend for many of us of the Christian faith is a moment of prayer and spiritual reflection. I wish 

all our families a peaceful and happy Easter as you gather with your loved ones over the weekend. I wish you 

safe travels if you are going to be on the busy South African roads and the respective roads in your countries 

of origin. 

Ramadan 

I also wish to take this opportunity to wish all our members of the Muslim community all the best as they go 

into their spiritual reflection during the holy month of Ramadan which will fall during the course of our April 

holidays. 

Conclusion 

I wish to take this opportunity to thank all our teachers that have done a sterling job in delivering a solid 

academic programme to our children this term. I thank our administration team for keeping you informed 

throughout the term. 

I thank our House Parents and their teams for doing an excellent job in providing good Pastoral Care for our 

children in the residences during these challenging times. 

I thank Sister Badimo, the Grounds, Maintenance, Laundry, Cleaning, Catering, Transport, and our Security 

Teams for contributing to a healthy, safe and clean environment for our students. 

A big thank you to all members of the Senior Management Team for holding the Centre together during these 

challenging times. 



 

 

Finally parents, a big thank you to you for your unstinting support of my leadership and the International School 

of South Africa. This support is always hugely appreciated and not taken for granted. 

Happy Holidays to all. 

Please do not hesitate to call me if there is anything you wish to clarify. 

School opening 

School commences for Term 2 on the 4th of May 2021. 

Boarders return on the 2nd of May 2021. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Bruce Wells 
CEO/Headmaster 
International School of South Africa. 
 
 

 

 

 

 


