
 

 

           31 July 2020 
 
Dear Parents 
 
Some of you would have received a phone call from the office of the Deputy Principal, Mr. Philip Nheera today. This was 

to establish if people would be returning on the 16th of August as was originally proposed. 

The rationale behind this was to get a sense of where parents were in relation to a decision that was taken three weeks 

ago. It is clear from the feedback that some of those decisions have changed. 

When the survey went out about 3 weeks ago to establish who would be returning to face to face learning, 38 boarding 

students indicated they would be returning to boarding. The motivation for returning on the 16th August was to allow for 

quarantining purposes to ensure a seamless start to Term 3, without losing too much contact time for students and also 

with the final Cambridge examinations in sight. Clearly a lot has changed since then as the pandemic continues to alter 

our decisions on a daily basis. 

Where we currently stand is that Cambridge has still not offered different advice for the final November examinations. Ms 

Makhan sent out a detailed letter clearly explaining this yesterday. 

However, increasingly it would seem that airspaces will not open in 2020 for flights from our neighbouring countries.  

Some of our neighbouring countries have also imposed stricter lockdowns again making it very difficult for people to fly 

into South Africa, and likewise to fly out of South Africa. It is a very difficult space for all of us to manage at this point in 

time. 

So at this stage parents should not feel pressured to send students back to boarding from the 16th August as was originally 

suggested.  

The Board will be meeting on the 8th August to deliberate on some of these decisions and more feedback with regards to 

boarding for Term 3 would be available. 

However, I will make an undertaking to give you regular feedback on this matter as we move into the holidays 

Let us continue to live in hope that this too will pass in the future. 

You will receive a final communication from my office at the end of term. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Bruce Wells 
CEO/ Headmaster 
International School of South Africa 
 


