6 June 2020
Dear Parents
As we end week 5 of Term 2, let me take this opportunity to thank all our teachers for their commitment and
hard work as we continue to engage in online communication with our school community.
This has not been an easy space to engage, but each week we try and improve our offering for our students as
we explore different strategies of engaging online learning. This week I shared with staff the range of emotions
and frustrations shared by parents as they grapple with this space and staff have taken onboard some of the
concerns raised with the hope of rectifying this as we continue to learn together.
Equally to parents, teachers have also shared their challenges of the lack of participation and/or engagement by
some of our students in the lower forms in the High School. I would like to encourage parents to meet us halfway
in this space as we collectively try and hold our students more accountable for their own learning. We have sent
out updated schedules so that parents can have a fair handle of what is going on in the Google Classroom.
I am pleased to report that the online learning is moving at a smooth pace in the F5, AS, A level classes and I
wish to commend our senior students for leading by example and thank you for your support in this regard
parents.
In the Primary school there is a better flow with ongoing conversations with parents and teachers in the class
group chats that have been set up to improve communication.
Mid-Term Break
School will end at 12:00 on Thursday the 11th June 2020 as we break for a well-deserved mid-term break.
Online learning will resume at 08:00 on the 17th June 2020.
A Level Meeting
Ms. Makhan will be holding a Google Meet at 18:00 on the 17th June 2020, as we return from midterm, with
parents of all AS (L6) students to clarify concerns about the 2021 A level programme.
Individual student A level subject choices and student queries will be handled by arrangement with Ms. Makhan
and Mrs. Gabriel via email or video conferencing with parents/students.
Sixth Form Prom
As with many events this year, the school has decided to cancel the 6th Form Prom. I know this will come as a
huge disappointment to our students but unfortunately these are circumstances beyond our control.

World Environment Day
It is refreshing to know that amidst the COVID-19 pandemic the world can pause to celebrate World
Environment Day. What makes it more special for the International School of South Africa, one of our own,
Monsi Chelemu (F1) ,will be representing South Africa along with other representatives in the Apiculture SADC
Youth Initiative Virtual Meeting with thousands of youth across the SADC region to brain storm ideas around
“Celebrating Biodiversity” and other environmental challenges which will be presented to the United Nations
and SADC. We wish Monsi well and look forward to his feedback from this event.
Boarding Parents
I am pleased to inform Boarding parents that ISASA has supported our call for making a common application
to Home Affairs for all returning boarding students from outside the borders of South Africa to be quarantined
at their respective schools, provided they comply with the quarantine regulations as prescribed by the law. I
look forward to giving you positive feedback once this process has been completed.
Celebration of Difference and embracing of Diversity
It would be remiss of me as a leader of this community not to reflect on the callous murder of George Floyd by
a police officer in the United States of America in the presence of his fellow officers, onlookers and the gaze of
millions of viewers around the world on social media. This repulsive image left the entire world paralyzed by
fear and disgust and it will be etched in the corridors of our minds for many years to come.
Against this background in our own country, looms the unresolved murder of Collins Khosa at the hands of the
South African Defence Force and the death of 9 other civilians at the hands of our own law enforcement officers
since the beginning of lockdown. Sadly, this behaviour is a stark reminder of our violent past as a country.
These actions by our police and soldiers have been condemned with the contempt they deserve by our President
of South Africa, Cyril Ramaphosa.
In this week of action, protests, marches, empathy and reflection which has galvanized the world, I implore all
of us who have been victims of violence, injustices, overt and covert, to simply not accept these new alliances
without analyzing them. As we form new alliances across the aisle to fight these injustices by standing together.
This new-found solidarity must stand the test of time and not fade into obscurity once the dust stirred up by the
marches settles around us.
What do the events of this past week and months mean for us as all in an International community, of teachers,
students and parents?
As a school, together with our parents, we have a collective burden of responsibility to educate and raise our
children in a world free of violence, fear and prejudice. This can only be achieved by embracing each other’s
humanity, celebrating our differences and embracing each other’s diversity in the true spirit of UBUNTU. We

owe this to ourselves and our children to lead by example at the International School of South Africa and in the
spaces we occupy in our daily lives.
A wise man once said, “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere”.
Parents, thank you again for your continued support of the school during these trying times and as always please
do not hesitate to call me if there is anything that you wish to clarify with me.
Yours sincerely

Bruce Wells
CEO/Headmaster
International School of South Africa

