Our Core Values
Ø Respect for all
Ø Hard Work
Ø Honesty
Ø Responsibility
Ø Social Awareness
Ø Compassion

Newsletter No 10

Dear International School of South Africa Community

Message from the Primary School
We hope our students and staff have enjoyed a good break. We look forward to welcoming you back to school on
Tuesday, 3 September. Spring has sprung, so may the freshness of spring and all that it symbolises, in terms of
renewal, rejuvenate in us the desire to grow in education.
As always, we anticipate your cooperation in sending our children (Grades 1 – 6) back to school in summer uniform.
We appeal to you to ensure that the uniform regulations are adhered to, especially “no fancy hairstyles e.g. shave
sides with hair on top, no patterns and lines” for boys.
Term 3 promises to be another busy term and it is imperative that we embark on it as a team, supporting each other
and upholding our school’s core values of Respect for all, Hard work, Honesty, Responsibility, Social awareness and
Compassion.
We congratulate our students who participated in the North West Central District Cricket Trials and who qualified
for the Central Cricket squads, namely:
U11s -Atlegang Molale, Dominic Thomas, Orefemetse Thulo, Leano Badimo
U12s – Oratilwe Pitso
U13s – Luke Mogajane, Takudzwa Makudo
We are most privileged and fortunate to welcome back Mrs Everson, from Cape Town, to Grade Two for the final
term. Mrs Everson retired at the end of 2017 but she is certainly not tired. You will remember her as a breath of
fresh air, which she still is, so we cannot thank her enough for granting our Grade 2 class and our school the
opportunity to work with her again.
The extramural timetables and the extramural selection forms will be issued soon, which will be followed by the
Term Three Calendar. We highlight just a few events: Athletics Day on 23 September, Junior Primary Concert on 19
September; World Teachers’ Day on 5 October when we can show appreciation to our teachers; Productions 2000
drama show on 23 October; Assessment Week from 11 November; Grade 1 Orientation on 18 November; Grade 6
leavers’ Lunch on 27 November and Prizegivings on 28/29 November.
We continue to highlight our 2019 Theme, I am a S.T.A.R. (a student that always reads) and we encourage all parents
to motivate our children to read daily. In fact, reading aloud to our children, has exceptional benefits for the social,
emotional and scholastic development of children. Here is a link to find out more https://www.readbrightly.com/importance-of-reading-aloud-to-big-kids
Our Grade 6s will be writing the external Cambridge Checkpoint exams in October. It is important for them to take
the next few weeks very seriously; we wish them and their teachers well. However, a balanced lifestyle is very
important and it is beneficial for all our children to be involved in outdoor activities (extramurals) because “Play
leads to brain plasticity, adaptability, and creativity. Nothing fires up the brain like play.” Stuart Brown, M.D.
We wish you every success for Term 3.
“If it’s important to the child, it’s important to us.”

Message from the Senior School
Welcome to Term 3! We trust that all stakeholders have enjoyed a peaceful and energising winter vacation. The
beginning of the school term always brings a new adventure. Many of our students and teachers approach September
with excitement, seeing Term 3 as an opportunity to meet new students, make new friends, explore new strengths
and become part of the wider school community. Many of us are looking ahead to these September adventures,
with the butterflies and smiles that accompany the first day of school!
We welcome all new students and staff to Term 3. For new students and their families, this adventure can bring
another set of emotions: anxiety about entering a new school or grade level, meeting new teachers and making
new friends. At the International School of South Africa, we consider ourselves ‘Third Culture’ individuals and as
such, we are transnational life-long learners, who are navigating school in more than one language, bringing an
additional layer of complexity to the already daunting task of figuring out who we are.
At the International School South Africa, we continue to help all students navigate this adventure by building on the
wonderful multilingual resources that transnational learners bring with them. Teachers work with the admissions
team to learn about the rich language backgrounds of new families.
In this newsletter, we once again would like to highlight the importance of reading for the development of the
English language. Supporting students in be acquisition of their language skills has a far-reaching impact across all
subject areas and ultimately cognitive development.
Being an international school, all teachers are fully appraised and informed about the linguistic, cultural and
experiential assets that their students bring to the classroom, to welcome and to build upon these strengths is
essential. Teachers have shown great interest when planning with colleagues, to ensure that all students are included
and engaged in meaningful learning, from the first day of school.
Term 3 promises to be another energetic, exciting and eventful term. We kick-off the term with Prom, Soccer
Academy festivities, Heritage Day celebrations, Grade 6 evening, Honours Evening, Basketball Festival, Art Exhibition,
Outward Bound, Cambridge Assessment International Examinations (Grade 6 Checkpoint, IGCSE, AS and A Level
cohorts), matches, tournaments and finally, the November examinations. Let us not forget that amongst these fun
activities, learning continues to be the backbone and core business of this prestigious institute. On this note, we
would like to take this opportunity in wishing all our candidates fortitude and strength as they prepare for their
October / November examinations. Our expectations are high and we are certain that they will surpass them!
We are excited and pleased to share this adventure with you. We are looking forward to the new school term,
butterflies and all, and all the important work we can do together to serve our students.

Staffing Term 3 2019
History Teacher
We are pleased to announce the fixed term appointment of Mr Shanga who has joined the academic team as a
Senior History Teacher this term. Mr Shanga hails from the former British colony of Rhodesia, now known as
Zimbabwe. He completed his secondary and tertiary education in Zimbabwe and he has trained in South Africa. In
addition to being a teacher, he has held roles such as regional examiner, assisted with the introduction of A Level,
Deputy Head and Acting Head of School.
With over 30 years of experience, Mr Shanga has also held a diverse range of teaching positions in private and public
schools in Zimbabwe and South Africa. We are very fortunate that Mr Shanga has availed himself at such short
notice and we are very excited to have him join our team. We wish Mr Shanga all the best in Term 3!

Art and Design Teacher
We are also pleased to announce the fixed term appointment of Mr Visagie who joins us in Term 3 in the Art and
Design department. Mr Visagie hails from the Cape and has a large number of interests which we believe will be
enjoyed by our student community. Mr Visage has completed his BEd degree and is currently completing his honours
at NWU Potchestroom. His research into 21st Century Teaching and Learning and the use of Technology in the
classroom will certainly hold him in good stead. We look forward to working with Mr Visagie in Term 3.

Message from the Board of Governors
The Board of Governors of the International School of South Africa wish to advise Parents across both Primary and
Senior School, of their intention to hold an Annual General Meeting (AGM) towards the end of Term 3. In line with
the Deed of Foundation, this Meeting is for the purpose of nomination and election of the two Parent Representatives
to the Board of Governors; one from the Primary School and one from the Senior School. The date of the AGM will
be announced shortly and we would encourage all Parents to participate.
Mrs Thato Tlape, Chairperson, Board of Governors

Academic Clinics Term 3
Academic Clinics will take place for IGCSE, AS and A Level cohorts from 3�� September – 4�� October. The days and
subjects areas are outlined below:
DAYS
Monday

SUBJECTS
MFL IGCSE re-writes
English IGCSE re-writes

TIMES
14:30 – 15:30
14:30 – 15:30

Tuesday

Design and Tech IGCSE
Physics AS
Geography IGCSE
Biology AS
Mathematics IGCSE
Science IGCSE
Mathematics AS
Geography AS and A Level
Chemistry AS
Design and Tech IGCSE

14:30 – 17:00
18:30 – 20:00
14:30 – 15:30
14:30 – 17:00
14:30 – 15:30
14:30 – 15:30
18:30 – 20:00
14:30 – 15:30
14:30 – 15:30
14:30 – 17:00

Wednesday
Thursday

Friday

English and French orals will take place during the term during September.
Form 1 – 4 Academic Clinics will begin on 7�� October and a schedule will be issued in the next newsletter.

Europe Tour 2019
A total of 31 students and 3 staff members, Mr S. Ncube, Mrs A. de Jager and Mr T. Taruvona, set off to the
adventurous Tour of France and Spain on the 5�� of August 2019. Upon arrival in Paris, on the 6��, the group
quickly unpacked and checked-in into the accommodation at the St Christopher’s Inns. We then went for the tour
of the iconic Eiffel tower, where, unfortunately, we failed to go up the tower because of the long queues of
visitors at the gate.

Guided tour to the famous Stade de France.

On the 7��, we separated into 2 groups. The academic group had the French lesson whilst the Basketball went on a
tour of Paris and a 3 hour training session with some professional coaches.

On the next day, we left Paris, and went for a guided tour of the Versailles Palace which took about 4 hours.
We then proceeded to Poitiers, a very cultural and historic city. In Poitiers, we had a guided tour of the city on the
first day and spent the following day at the Futuroscope Theme Park, where the students enjoyed the games and
rides for the whole day.

It was again time to move on and this time we arrived in Bordeaux in the
afternoon. The city has very picturesque views with rivers and beautiful
churches which we were excited to see. We also had time for the French
group to do another lesson and the Basketball group had another training
session for 3 hours as well as time to do some shopping. The French
lessons were conducted by seasoned, dynamic and humorous teachers
who kept us in stitches most of the times hence the lessons were just
superb. Even the Afrikaans and Setswana students were able to handle the
follow-up written structured exercises given at the end of the lessons.
Vivre le Francais!!!
Our final stop in France was in the city of Toulouse. Besides touring the city, we had a day at the Space Centre
Museum and had an afternoon doing a Treasure hunt in groups of 5. It was then time for us to leave France and
visit Spain.

We arrived at 1pm in Barcelona, had a tour of the Nou Camp stadium, then checked-in into our accommodation.
On the 15��, we used the Hop-on Hop-off tour buses to view the city. Barcelona has some very beautiful coastlines
and we spent the afternoon at the beaches. The final day was used for last minute shopping as well as further
exploration of the city of Barcelona. It was unfortunately, time to say Au revoir and Adios to France and Spain,
coming back to South Africa on the 17�� of August 2019. A special thank you to Mrs A. De Jager and Mr S. Ncube
for all their contribution for the trip.
Mr T. Taruvona.
Thank you to Mrs A de Jagger, Mr S Ncube and Mr T Taruvona who accompanied our students on the Europe Tour
during the August vacation. All stakeholders involved had a splendid cultural and sporting experience, in some cases,
wishing not to return! Preparations are well underway for the Interdisciplinary trip in 2020, please watch this space!

Volley Ball Festival 2019
Thank you to students and teachers for once again hosting a marvellous festival. From food, music, spectating and
playing all participants had a wonderful time. We are looking forward to preparations for 2020!

Prom 2019
We look forward to seeing all Sixth Formers shine in the spotlight on the
evening of the 7�� September!

Enrichment and ECA
All Sport and Cultural activities will begin on 3rd September. Please ensure that all students attend all activities
equipped with the relevant kits/uniform and equipment.

Upcoming events
Term begins: 3rd September
Prom: 7th September (18:00)
Heritage Day: 24th September (public holiday)
Heritage Day Hostel Cook-off: 24th September (11:00)
Grade 6 evening: TBC
Basketball Festival: 27th – 29th September
Form 3 Science Trip: TBC
Honours Evening: 4th October
Art Exhibition: 7th October
Soccer Academy Tournament: TBC
Form 4 Outward Bound: 12th – 17th October
Mid-term Break: 17th October (12:00) – 21st October
Form 1 – 2 Maru a Pula: 1st – 3rd November
Have a great start to the term!
Yours faithfully

Mr T J Thomas
Headmaster Primary School

Ms Y Makhan
Deputy Head Academics

Mr P Nheera
Deputy Head – Sport/Pastoral

