Our Core Values
Ø Respect for all
Ø Hard Work
Ø Honesty
Ø Responsibility
Ø Social Awareness
Ø Compassion

END OF TERM 2 NEWSLETTER

Dear Parents
Term 2 has once again been an incredibly busy term, the highlights of which you will read below. From academics
to sport and culture we enjoyed a phenomenal term of engagement and learning. A special thank you to all teachers,
admin and support staff for making Term 2 a success. We know that Term 3 is around the corner, and will in all
probability be another energised and exciting term, so enjoy a well-deserved break.

COMMENDATION ASSEMBLY TERM 2 2019
We congratulate all students who have been commended for Term 2 in all subject areas.
In addition to achievement and effort, there are different criteria we apply for Commendations, however Approaches
to Learning often takes centre stage and is outlined below:
Approaches to Learning ‐ Extending ◦ Applying ◦
Thinking skills (critical thinking, creativity and innovation, reflection and transfer)
Social skills (collaboration, respecting points of view of others)
Communication skill (interaction and literacy)
Self-management skills (organisation and affective skills)
Research skills (information and media literacy, critical literacy)
Most improved and hard work (evidence of improvement by one grade). The above five skills also
need to be meet.

JULY 2019 EXAMINATION AND REPORTS TERM 2
Congratulations to all students who have achieved excellent results in their July examinations. In some cases, our
top achievers, Form 1 – Upper 6, have achieved 90% and above in key subject areas; we are exceptionally proud of
these students as this bodes well for their preparations in the final examinations. We will recognise our top ten
achievers in Term Three.
If you are going to reward your son / daughter for excellent work, it would be most appropriate to purchase them
a book or e-book for them to enjoy during the vacation. This will definitely reinforce the concept of reading, which
is a key attribute for success.
There have been many hours invested into examination preparation this term. Setting, moderating, invigilating and
marking of examinations takes a huge amount of time and we would like to thank the teachers for maintaining a
good academic standard and rigour.
We would also like to take this opportunity to thank parents who have guided our students through the challenging
time of examinations. Our house parents had scheduled extra study time for our boarders to prepare well for the
examinations and for this, we thank them.
Please take time to go through your son’s / daughter’s report with them and where necessary help them to plan
for improvements next term. Also note that all students have been provided with August vacation work and it is
imperative that all students’ complete provided tasks to the best of their ability as these tasks will be graded and
will form part of mark order results for Term Three.
Please note that Senior School Parent Teacher Conference is scheduled for Wednesday 31�� July 08:30 – 11:00. We
look forward to seeing you then!
Senior School Reports will be issued on 2ⁿ� August, from 09:00 onwards, via email.

THE GREATEST WISH
Thank you to the production team and crew of the ‘The Greatest Wish’ for transforming three cold winter nights
into magic and splendour; taking us back to a time of enchantment, mysticism with a stage set of Arabian Nights.
Some of our reviewers state the following:
“This show has been one of the best shows in recent times” and / or
“It has been the greatest show in 18 years” and the list goes on.

The story of Aladdin is one of the most familiar narratives in all of literature, a classic ‘rags to riches’ tale featuring
a young hero who has to learn an important lesson; an exotic setting; a good healthy dose of magic; a beautiful
heroine; and an evil villain. Entwined with the fable we had our exotic dancers and superb music from the ‘The
Greatest Showman’, simply marvellous!
An event like this does take a long time to pull together, in reality at least 10 months. And it involves a great number
of people, students, teachers, grounds, maintenance, catering, security and families. To our community, all of you,
a big thank you. Your support has enabled our students to reach their full potential, explore new strengths and
hidden talents. We are exceptionally proud of our A Level students, who made it their mission to leave their legacy
in 2019, by participating in the production – we are certainly proud of you and your new found theatrical talents.
Last but not least, a huge thank you to the driving force behind the production, Director, Ms Soorjee. We concur
that it has been blood, sweat and tears in aligning and producing an outstanding play. For the second year running,
Ms Soorjee has pulled off a highly successful show. Being an alumnus of the school does really prove that you are
making and living your legacy.

FAREWELL TO MRS LUDICK
As this term draws to an end, we bid farewell to Mrs Ludick who takes up a position in China, in September 2019.
Mrs Ludick has taught whole school, from Primary School all through to A Level. We recognize, respect and appreciate
all the valuable skills and knowledge that she has imparted onto our future leaders and
to thank her for all her efforts and hard work. Of course, we know how painful it is, to
say goodbye to someone who is a great teacher and also a mother figure in our
community. We all once again express our sincerest gratitude to Mrs Ludick for all her
contributions to realising the educational programmes and development of students
at the school.
We have no doubt in our minds to say that she will take her charisma, passion,
knowledge and drive for excellence to her new school. We will miss her exhibitions,
pottery, 21�� Century approach to teaching, late night Art sessions to meet deadlines
and her willingness to go the extra mile. From the school, Mrs Ludick you have made a
significant impact and left your legacy, you can certainly call ISSA your home! Everything
of the best, travel safely and do not forgot to keep in touch and visit us!

ART AND DESIGN TEACHER TERM 3
We are pleased to announce the fixed term appointment of Mr A Visagie who joins us in Term 3 in the Art and Design
department. Mr Visagie hails from the Cape and has a large number of interests which we believe will be enjoyed
by our student community. Mr Visagie has completed his BEd degree and is currently completing his honours at
NWU Potchestroom. His research into 21�� Century Teaching and Learning and the use of Technology in the classroom
will certainly hold him in good stead. We look forward to welcoming Mr Visagie to our team.

VOLLEYBALL FESTIVAL 2019
Good luck to our U19 Volleyball Teams who will be participating in our 11�� annual Volleyball Festival this weekend.
We have approximately 24 Girls teams and 14 Boys teams from Sub-Saharan Africa participating in the Festival. We
are looking forward to seeing you from 2ⁿ� – 4�� August 2019!

INTER HOUSE PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITION
The process or act of performing a speech to a live audience is an art, an art of weaving words together to inform,
persuade and argue novel themes and ideas. It is easy to assume that such a task is easy, but that is far from it. It
takes bravery to portray your ideas to an audience. However, a few brave students did this on 1st July 2019.
The competition began at 15:30, with the Master of Ceremonies, Tshepiso Ramodimoosi, calling on the first nervous
speaker, Tawananyasha Makudo. This year’s Inter-House Public speaking competition had a wide range of topics,
ranging from the current ignored humanitarian crises that plague our world to talking of happiness and how to
achieve it. The competition brought out many new faces and brought to light various views and approaches to simple
everyday things.
The speeches emerged from each participant. It was both unnerving and exciting to hear and witness the various
reactions of the, rather tough, audience members. Each speech was between 5 and 6 minutes, and some speeches
both changed our perspective on life and informed us of things we would otherwise pay no attention to.
Congratulations to the following students for their awards:
Beast Speaker:

Tanatswa Nemato (Eagles)

Topic: Inadequacy
Runner-up best speaker:

Jerome Sibande (Eagles)

Topic: The Growing Threat of Cyber-Crime
Highly commended:

Elsa Kibowa (Eagles)

Topic: The world that is Ignored
Highly commended:

Ayanda Tshuma (Hawks)

Topic: Peace
Overall, the standard of speaking witnessed on the day was high. I would like to congratulate every speaker that
took part in the competition. It was the type of speaking that would encourage more students to participate in the
2020 competition.
Elsa Kibowa

The world that is ignored
Public speaking speech by Elsa Kibowa
1 July 2019
“4 Million People are at risk of starvation. Another 3 million women are being raped, killed and violated. But
that doesn’t matter, does it?
It doesn’t matter that four years ago a war broke out, a bloodless coup that led to four years of bloodshed
and war occurred. That led to civilian bombings, bombings on Hospitals in the name of healthcare and
schools in the name of re-education and indoctrination. It doesn’t matter that a war started 4 years ago in
Yemen, and we don’t know it.
I say this because we don’t bother to find out. The last time eNCA, our country’s leading news reporter, or
so they say, reported on the situation in Yemen was on the 18th June 2018. That was more than a year
ago. They didn’t stream it on our televisions sets or blare it on our radio, no, they simply wrote an article
that received no attention.
You see, reporters report on what they believe their audience will listen to, what they will be interested in.
What does that say about us, that we don’t care? We don’t care that in 2015, 130 children died every day
in Yemen. We don’t care about a Yemeni child who is reduced to the size of a toothpick, about to die from
starvation as their mother stares at them through peerless eyes.
She too will follow suite. We don’t care that four countries, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Bahrain and Iraq are
bombing the cities and towns that people live in, in the name of revolution, in the name of politics. It is funny
because we don’t even know the name of the people who started the coup. It is a group called the Houthi
people, by the way.
But, let us bring it a little closer to home, shall we? Up north, right above us, Sudan. The boiling pot that is
Sudan’s current situation has been boiling since 1983. But, as of recent, there has been a rise in the number
of civilian deaths and military brutality since their President Omar al-Bashir stepped down earlier this year.
It’s funny, it took me a good two hours to get that information. It’s funny because it is so quick and easy to
get information about the latest trends but it isn’t easy to find out about 1 million people being ran out of
their country in the span of a month.
It isn’t easy to find out about the Sudanese situation, especially given that the last report written by eNCA
about Sudan was in 2017. That may seem like a lie, but it isn’t. Many would dispute that the June 2019
article about Sudan was released in June, however, that article isn’t about Sudan. It’s about the few
musicians and actors who share the same sentiment. It isn’t about those whose lives are lost, it holds near
to no information, it just says that Black Coffee, Maps Maponyane and Celeste Ntuli have changed their
Twitter profile pictures to blue in solidarity with the Sudanese.
The article, like many, doesn’t tell you about the 3 million 257 thousand Sudanese people leaving the
country as refugees. The article doesn’t tell you that most of these people leaving are, on average, 17
years old. Yes, children that are your age, my age, have to strap their brothers and sisters onto their backs
and jump a river to get to safety. But, we wouldn’t know that, would we? We wouldn’t care, would we? It
isn’t like 25% of a whole population lost is important, no, it is better off ignored.
And lastly, the most ignored humanitarian crisis of our time, China. 1 million Uighur Muslims are being held
in concentration camps in China. Concentration Camps, when was the last time you heard of those? Hitler?
No? The last time we heard of these treacherous prisons was when 11 million Jews were killed in Germany.
11 million people do not just die.

Its systematic, it is slow, it is because it was ignored that such a large amount of people had to die, be
abused and tortured before anyone took notice. In China, we are 1 tenth done.
Many people do not see this as a lot of people. Mind you, Uighur Muslims make up 1.6% of a 1,386 billion
population. That’s 11 303 355 people in total. Again, that is a tenth of their ethnic group, thrown into the
cells of a concentration camp. When was the last time that you heard of that?
In fifty years, we will hear about Muslims being held in Concentration Camps in China, and in fifty years
we will shout “Never again” as it did with the Jews. Forgetting that never again is only yelled after people
die, after we decide to open our eyes to yet another crisis on our hands that we choose to ignore. We did
it in Rwanda, 1 million people had to die before we took notice. The fact that there is one article, on one
man in China, is alarming.
We live in a world that is ignored. A world where a crisis is put on hold until enough people are dead, until
enough women are raped, until enough children are starved. We ignore the people who suffer, and wait
ten years to scream never again, just to repeat the same sad song. We fail to endorse the lives of people
as important. We create a world that is ignored.
If you would like to donate to the people suffering in the above mention countries, please visit
www.unrefugees.org or any UN website. The search engine will direct you.
Further information about the situations mentioned can be found on Al Jezeera and CNN.”
By Elsa Kibowa

THE GROWING THREAT OF CYBERCRIME
“In 2016, 3 billion Yahoo accounts were hacked, 57 million Uber accounts were stolen and on average,
South Africa loses R2 billion alone due to cybercrimes. I’ve just mentioned a few out of the millions of
cybercrimes that happen annually. To define it, cybercrime is merely the act of using computers with
malicious intentions, but what has caused the global spike in cybercrimes?
We live in a growing technological world where data and information is becoming as valuable as gold.
Nearly everything can become digitized. Simple examples include your personal details, your bank details
or your medical details. This globalization of the world has made us reach an unparalleled state of
convenience, but sadly, amidst all the good works that have lead us to this point, we still have enemies of
progress. These enemies are cybercriminals.
Cybercriminals have simple intentions, to steal our personal details, our information and our money. As
technology has been developing throughout the years, so has the opportunity to exploit loop-holes in our
technology. To gain a better understanding of what I am talking about, let me take you to where this all
started.
Early cybercrimes in the 1980s operated on a few basic principles. Cyber criminals would launch a virus
onto the internet and let it rampage for a while in order to infect numerous computers. Later on, they would
then release the anti-virus for that same virus in order to make an immense amount of profit. The most
popular method of cybercrime was the ‘backdoor’ method. Cybercriminals would install their programs onto
computers in order to steal its data and information. This was like someone building a back-door into your
house, but the catch was that they had the key and you did not.

In my opinion, the most remarkable hack before the 2000s was in 1998. Johnathan James, a 15-year-old
boy, hacked into NASA’s million-dollar space system. The consequence of this was NASA shutting down
for 3 weeks under the assumption that it was a foreign national breach of security, but no, it was just a
teenage boy. As a result, a year later he became the first ever juvenile to be incarcerated for cybercrime
in the United States.
Since the turn of the millennium, cybercrime has increased at a staggering rate of 20% per year. It has
been an ongoing battle between cybercriminals and us. As we develop and enhance our security, they
develop and enhance their hacking techniques. It brings me deep sadness to say that we are losing this
battle, not because of some external factors that are beyond our control, but because of our own ignorance.
Cybercriminals take advantage of us because we live as if they do not exist.
What do I mean by this? We witness people setting simple passwords such as ‘1234’. We see people
setting their email address passwords as the name of their pet animals or their date of birth. This is why
many websites stress upon the fact that we need to use a mixture of characters, numbers and symbols for
our passwords. They also stress upon the fact that we should not unnecessarily give our bank pins away.
In this modern time, we are making it easy for cybercriminals to take advantage of us. This is why cybercrime
is the largest criminal industry and it continues to grow because they continuously exploit our mistakes, or
should I say ignorant mistakes.
Out of all the millions of cybercrimes that have happened and the ones that might happen in the future,
who says they have not happened to you or will not happen to you in the future? Preventing these problems
from happening is much better than trying to cure them once they have happened. This is why many nations
across the world have invested millions of dollars into cybersecurity. They have employed millions of people
to this ongoing battle against cybercriminals because they have recognised that cybercrime is a growing
threat.
But, I believe that the fight against cybercrime starts with us, here, now! Each and every one of us has the
power to do something. Even small things such as changing your passwords, downloading legitimate
anti-viruses or no longer sharing your bank pin. These small actions go a long way in the fight against
cybercrime
At the same time, each and every one of us is at risk and we need to acknowledge that. We need to strive
to ensure that we find ways to prevent these problems.
Let us not be ignorant,
Let us not but victimized,
But let us be cyber-conscious.”
Jerome Sibande

PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - END OF TERM TWO, 2019
I thank Parents, Children and Staff for your commitment to ensuring a successful Term Two at ISSA. Together, we
rose above challenges and created a learning environment in which our children could thrive, learn and have fun.
We make every effort to post our activities on our ISSA Facebook page which reflects a busy school and a happy
environment, so please visit the site.
Academics and Events
We appreciate our teachers for thoroughly preparing our students for the mid-year assessments, but more
importantly for ensuring that our students experience a happy and productive learning environment throughout
the term. Our students are very active as a full term of extramurals has been facilitated, until 27 July. We encourage
healthy rapport between students and teachers, with staff displaying care and kindness towards students and
expecting respect and a ‘sense of occasion’ in return. Reports are currently being prepared and these will be issued
on the 26 July and will be followed by parent consultations in the last week of term.

Our Pastoral Care Team met on Friday 19 July to discuss students who may be in distress or who may need support
or intervention. Earlier this term, as suggested by this team, Lenmarie Stanton presented a workshop on
Projectives: analysing children’s drawings. Much insight was provided on which aspects of drawings can alert a
teacher to a child’s problems that they may be experiencing.
Term Two was kick-started by a whole school “Positive Psychology Workshop” by Khulisa Social Solutions.
We have also had two staff development sessions on topics, “Appreciating our School Environment” and
“Communication – Listening Skills” – these were presented during staff meetings.
We participated in the hockey, soccer and netball leagues this term with local schools and schools in the greater
central district. Our Soccer and Netball Festival held at the end of May was a success and I commend Mr Pautz for
organising this event, picking up all the loose ends after Mr Nienaber’s exit and for doing it so professionally.
The Grade 5 and 6 excursions were thoroughly enjoyed by our students in May and I thank the relevant teachers
for their care and participation during these excursions. Other successful and well-supported events were the
Junior Primary Science Fair, a number of Rhino Rangers excursions, Pre-primary Cake Sale, Pre-primary Olympics,
Grade 4 Cake Sale, Polar Bear Swim, Mandela Day Civvies Day and Coin Laying and the Mini Hockey Cake League.
Thank you to our Parents for their overwhelming support of the Coin Laying event in which we raised over R9300,
donated to the needy SPCA for Mandela Day.
We show-cased our development in Music with a special music assembly – with Violin, Choir and Fun-In-Music
being the main presentations; well done to Mr Sebelebele, Mr Pilane and our music students. Our classes have
presented thought-provoking, fun and relevant assembly items during the term and our parents have diligently
attended these assemblies.
Our 2019 theme, “I am a S.T.A.R” (Students That Always Read), is continuously being embedded in class, during
library lessons, at assemblies and during headmaster “reading visits” to Junior Primary classes.
We had a productive, meaningful and well-represented Parent Forum Meeting earlier this term, as well as a Parent
Support Group (PSG) meeting that was followed by a number of events that the PSG supported during the term –
we are grateful to our parents for their increased involvement and support of school events.
Development
I thank our Maintenance and Grounds teams for having completed the paving in the Junior Primary quad during the
April Holidays. We are fortunate to have such skilled supervisors and managers on the aforementioned teams. The
paving was funded through our Fundraising Account.
Further ideas for necessary development have been generated through various fora; these will be taken through
to the IDMC at our next meeting.
Conclusion
We have been very fortunate to procure the services of Mrs Fielies for this Term and we extend our appreciation to
her for fulfilling the Grade 2 teaching position in our time of need. We wish her well as she returns to retirement.
Words cannot express my appreciation to my esteemed colleague and ex-headmaster, Mr Pautz, for stepping up
to the plate during a period of dire need within our school – the services he has provided have been sterling. I
wish him every blessing as he plans to return to China with his dear wife, Helen.

We, the leadership, will make every effort to facilitate a calm, nurturing, safe and friendly school environment,
striving for excellence, and positively influencing our staff who will then provide our students with the same. This
type of environment will contribute to achieving our vision of becoming the school of choice for staff and students.
Please enjoy the August break with your children. School closes on Wednesday 31 July at 10h30 and reopens on 3
September. Children are required to return to school in Summer Uniform and hairstyles in accordance with our
code of conduct.
We wish you safe travels and pray for your safe return in Term Three.
Sincerely
T. J. Thomas
Headmaster
“If it’s important to the child, it’s important to us.”

FAREWELL TO MRS A HASSIM
The 24�� of July 2019 marked the end of Mrs Hassim’s short term as Chairperson of the Board of Governors of the
International School of South Africa.
It is noteworthy to mention that Mrs Hassim was a member of the Board of Governors for three years, before her
appointment as Chairperson. She made an invaluable contribution to the Finance sub-committee, in her field of
expertise as a Chartered Accountant.
She has done an outstanding job during her time as Chairperson of the Board of Governors, and the International
School of South Africa would like to thank Mrs Hassim for showing great leadership in facilitating advancements at
the International School.
Mrs Hassim will always be remembered as a person who could openly and clearly interact with parents and staff
under very difficult circumstances.
It is our pleasure on behalf of the International School of South Africa to thank Mrs Hassim for her dedication to the
Board of Governors over the last three years, and we wish her well and all the best in her future endeavours.

TERM THREE AND CAMBRIDGE INTERNATIONAL EXAMINATIONS
Term Three is synonymously known as our examination term. We begin our first public examinations in October and
end in November. Hence IGCSE, AS and A Level candidates must utilise their time effectively during the August
vacation as they begin their examinations in earnest in October. All candidates have received their statement of
entries, it is imperative that they arrive on time for all their examinations, in fact they should arrive early. If a
candidate is taken ill during the examination period, then the family must contact the school.
Form 1 – 4 students should hit the ground running in Term Three and ensure that they begin preparing for their
November examinations in earnest. Being the final term it is important that all students make their mark in all areas
of school and ensure that they meet the graduating requirements for entry into the next academic year.
September also marks an important phase in Form 3 and Form 5 student’s lives when they decide on subject choices
and the impact it will have on future careers. The straw poll results from these cohorts have been insightful and I
hope that all parents attend the meetings in order to assist their sons and daughters in making the right decision.
Form 3 and Form 5 subject choice invitation letters have been sent out via email.
I would like to take this opportunity in wishing all families and students a restful and productive August vacation. I
look forward to seeing you in September!

HIGHER EDUCATION SOUTH AFRICA / UNIVERSITIES SOUTH AFRICA
Outlined below is a succinct summary of requirements for students who wish to study at South African universities,
once they have achieved their IGCSE and AS or A Level results. It is important to note that the breadth of the IGCSE
subjects studied and passed (minimum grade C), will certainly impact positively on university acceptance. The
university requirements with AS results are far more stringent, when compared to university requirements with A
Level results. Please feel free to direct queries, should you have any.

Summary of USAf minimum admission requirements for exemption for Bachelor Degree purposes

Reports for Term 2 will be issued on Friday 2 August 2019 from
09:00 onwards
School re-opens on 3 September 2019 for Term 3
Warm wishes

Ms Y Makhan
Deputy Head Academics

Mr P Nheera
Deputy Head – Sport/Pastoral

A quote to celebrate Mandela Month
From ― Nelson Mandela,
Long Walk to Freedom: Autobiography of Nelson Mandela
“I am fundamentally an optimist. Whether that comes from nature or nurture, I cannot say.
Part of being optimistic is keeping one's head pointed toward the sun, one's feet moving
forward. There were many dark moments when my faith in humanity was sorely tested,
but I would not and could not give myself up to despair. That way lays defeat and death.”

