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Welcome
The International School of South Africa follows the Cambridge Curriculum
which falls under the Cambridge Assessment International Education.
Cambridge Assessment International Education is an Examination Board
under Cambridge Assessment founded in 1858 as a department of the
University of Cambridge.
We endeavour to develop active, compassionate and lifelong learners, who
are caring of and have an understanding of the 21st Century. Our rigorous
and diverse programmes offer students the opportunity to further develop
strengths, improve condence and tackle developmental areas. The small
classes allow for student expression and individuality to be nurtured and
enhanced.
Being a successful boarding school, we have strived to create a congenial
environment by employing well-qualied, professional and caring team of
teachers, administrators and members of the school community who
recognise the merits of good modelling and who always put the needs of the
students rst. This consequently results in the holistic development of the
students. Our vision is to ensure that all students perform to the best of their
ability during their educational journey at the school.
At the International School of South Africa, we believe that the success of
our students is a result of the coordinated effort of students, teachers and
parents, all working together for a common goal. The intended
communication process provides students and parents with information
relating to the aims of the content of our curriculum, our assessment and
reporting procedures.
We invite you to explore this prospectus and our website, but more
importantly, please do visit us if you ever nd yourself in Mahikeng, North
West Province, South Africa.
Our Core Values
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
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Respect for all
Hard Work
Honesty
Responsibility
Social Awareness
Compassion
Know what you want, and understand that sometimes you have to sacrice
what you want now for what you want later. - Yamurai Govere L6 in 2018

A Student's Perspective
The adjustment from Primary School was quick. I still remember the feeling of
euphoria as I walked through the brick-clad corridors. The pride I felt with my blazer
and tie was intoxicating. Different classes for different subjects with different
teachers, this was all new to me. With time, I have come to understand that each
subject begins to branch-off into a school of its own.
The teaching style was very different and the teachers assumed you are on the same
page with them. I realised that learning and thought processes are the
responsibility of the student. I experienced a shaky start to the year but learnt and
am still in the process of learning time management and consistency. These two
values cannot be taught by your teachers on a blackboard.
At Secondary School, I have learnt to value good friends. Your best friends should
have the same hopes and aspirations as yourself.
The school is indeed a melting point of many different people and cultures, and
there is unity in this diversity. When you interact with different people you learn
about their cultures and their religious backgrounds. This has given me an
opportunity to understand people better and to respect them as human-beings rst
then as my fellow students and teachers.
By Ahmad Kadiri Form 1 in 2018

The International School of South Africa has taught me to be more independent
and has allowed me to form friendships with people from all over Africa. It has
provided me with the platform to recognise that although we are similar, we are
different on this beautiful continent called Africa.
By Jessie Tembo Form 5 in 2018

The International School of South Africa is a school that encourages us as students
to grow and I believe that this is one of the things I have grown to love the most
about my school. There are various areas where a person can grow and express
themselves and learn how to think with a community and global mind set.
As a student who has been at the International School of South Africa, I have tried to
maximise the facilities available to me. These facilities accommodate almost
everyone's interests; a variety of sports, a large number of cultural activities that can
accommodate any interests as well as an academic environment that encourages
students to think out of the box and be creative.
This school is a whole other world once you enter the gates. A world where
academics are stressed but students are helped to reach their highest potential,
where responsible fun is encouraged and interaction with different types of people
Being inspired by someone else's example to enjoy subjects and work hard. - Sarah Kamiza Form 1 in 2018

becomes a part of everyday life. My school has instilled the values of respect by
treating me with the same respect, responsibility by giving me opportunities to grow
that strength, hard work by showing me the rewards thereof and social awareness
given that ISSA is a school that encourages the notion of a global citizen.
The International School of South Africa may be a school but its large campus has
become my second home and the teachers, who help and encourage the best from
you, like my second set of parents.
By Elsa Kibowa, Form 4 in 2018

A Parent's Perspective
“As a parent of children at the International School of South Africa, I have been
greatly impressed with the Cambridge Curriculum which is pupil orientated,
structured to solve common problems and allows students to progress at their own
pace. The magnicent grounds leave one breathless and there is no feeling of
claustrophobia for students to interact in a variety of sports – this provides students
with a great sense of freedom. The academic staff at the International School of
South Africa are knowledgeable and dedicated, they give their personal attention
to struggling students and will leave no questions unanswered.
All of the above helps to build well rounded students who we believe are going to be
successful adults because of their self-condence, their knowledge and the respect
that is instilled in them.”
By Dr. J T K Kibowa father of Ambrose and Elsa Kibowa

To understand what you want in life and follow what your heart desires, because it is in your
future even though others can help along the way. Also set goals because goals guide you to
your vision. - Tamanda Kawoloka Form 2 in 2018

“The diversity that the International School of South Africa offers, in terms of
education and boarding, has shaped my daughter into a very independent, caring
and kind young lady.”
By Ms Nikki Rhode mother of Bianca Rhode
"From Grade 1, all the way through to Upper 6, our son was at International School
of South Africa; he is now in his rst year at Rhodes University in Grahamstown. The
time at International School of South Africa has equipped him with the analytical
skills essential for tertiary education, allowing him to think outside the box. The
school espouses a world view that appreciates cultural diversity and he has made
lifelong friends of students from differing cultures and nationalities. With an
enviable vocabulary and respectful manners that are the source of much comment,
he also gained invaluable technical knowledge from his time in the International
School of South Africa Theatre. These are just some of the reasons why I continue to
offer my thanks and support to the International School of South Africa.”
By Mrs Melanie Sebakwane mother of Ethan Sebakwane

Alumni Perspective
I had the privilege of being a student at the International School of South Africa
(ISSA) in the early 90s after receiving an academic scholarship from the former
Bophuthatswana government. It was “a privilege” as before this scholarship, I was
just an ordinary girl living in one of the remote villages in the former homeland with
no electricity, no running water, no tarred roads and English was just a language I
only heard from watching television. My parents could not have afforded sending
me to such a quality school in a million years. Thus, coming to this school opened up
a new world of opportunities for me. I got to meet and interact with people from
different countries which I did not dream of ever visiting and was exposed to many
cultures. I made a lot of new friends from different backgrounds, many of whom I
continue to engage with years after leaving the school. My English certainly
improved, thanks to the extra lessons that were organised for our benet, but I also
improved because of the will I had in learning new things and in empowering
myself for the better.
The small classes also afforded me the opportunity to learn fast because of easy
access to the teacher. I got to also learn new languages that I did not know existed
before such as German and French. I fell in love with French in my rst year at the
school and continue to learn it especially since discovering during my sports travels
the number of people and countries that speak the language on the African
continent. The school curriculum was well designed and despite my shortcomings in
English which affected most of my subjects, it allowed me time to catch up and later
excel as one of the top performing students following the “O” level exams, which
was beyond people's expectations.
It is in this school where the exciting world of sport was opened up to me. Before
Self-motivation is key. If you cannot push yourself to be the best that you can be, your success will not be as efcient as you want it to. - Tawananyasha Makudo Form 3 in 2018

ISSA, I had only been exposed to three sporting codes - Netball (for girls), Football
(played by boys only) and Athletics (mainly track events; some eld events were
unheard of). I moved from that to nding myself surrounded by magnicent
sporting facilities and battling term to term in choosing the sporting codes to
participate in because we were spoiled for choice – the range of sports and teams
were mind-boggling. This was a dream come true for me! I discovered on those
sporting elds where my true talents and passion laid. Although I was not entirely
afforded the opportunity to play and excel in football, the school laid a strong
foundation for me to excel in football and in basketball in later years when I was
studying at university. This is where my love for travelling was also ignited as I got
the opportunity to travel for competitions. Sport taught me many values I continue
to carry in life beyond the sporting elds and the classroom such as team work,
discipline, commitment, hard work, respect, interpersonal skills, condence and
how to handle success and failure.
I learnt new things such as pottery, art, drama, information technology, how to play
musical instruments and although the swimming lessons were very difcult for a
rural girl like me, I am thankful that I can now swim. I will forever be grateful to the
school's leadership for I did not know how I was going to nance my way through
university but with the help and encouragement of the school's Headmaster and
Deputy Headmistress then, supported by my various academic and school
achievements, I received a bursary from EY (formerly known as Ernst & Young) to
study a Bachelor of Commerce at the University of the Witwatersrand. I can say that
I am who I am and where I am today because of the strong foundation that the
school laid in me, the many opportunities that were presented to me that I took
advantage of and the continued investment in me when the funds to support
previously disadvantaged students ran out in the mid-90s following the fall of
apartheid and the incorporation of Bophuthatswana into South Africa.
By Lydia Monyepao

My Experience of ISSA – Thato Tlape
Setting foot at ISSA in 1990 was marred with lots of emotions, all coming at the
same time, the rst being, “WOW! What a beautiful school.” Fast forward 30 years,
I am happy to see that it looks exactly the same, off-course with the new
developments.Leaving home and going to boarding school was very emotional,
wondering how I was going to cope after hearing all the scary stories that I had
been told. Very quickly, all those feelings went out the window as I experienced the
love and care that we got from our new parents, the teachers and staff, a place
where every child is made to feel special.
This love and caring soon passed onto us as students. I remember being taught
small things that have been instilled in me and I still practise in my adult life.
Ÿ Respect for one another,
Ÿ Consideration for the next person
Ÿ Giving your all in everything that you do
Ÿ If you don't get it right the rst time, keep going at it until you get it right
When you feel like doing it, do it. When you feel like not doing it, still do it. Be persistent and stay disciplined. Always have a good attitude. - Jerome Sibande Form 4 in 2018

Being a form 1 student, though I came from an International school where I could
have thought I was taught extensively, I was overwhelmed at rst at the number of
subjects I had to do, 14 to be exact, how was I even going to begin to get my head
around that. I wondered what my parents had gotten me into, school even on a
Saturday; from where I stand today, all those many years later, I realise how
privileged I was to be an ISSA student. Every subject that I was taught has helped
mould me into the person I am today, unmatched academic experience has
broadened my horizons and given me extensive knowledge. It has taught me to be
an all-round person who portrays self-condence and the ability to handle myself
in any situation.
Today, when someone speaks about design and technology, a musical, playing a
guitar or any religion, I am able to take part in the conversation because it is a life I
lived. When another talks about ballroom dancing, house riding, canoeing or
archery, I know what they are talking about, because not only did we experience 14
subjects, there was a whole array of extramural activities that we were exposed to.
Reecting, I realise how privileged I am to have had an opportunity to be part of the
ISSA community.
Leadership, team work and support for one another are principles that I learnt from
the different sports that we played. I had the opportunity of representing the school
in Netball as the team captain, basketball as the assistant captain, softball and
many other sporting codes. I didn't play rugby or soccer but when the school team
was playing, you would surely nd me on the side-line cheering them on. Today, I
am a real life team leader, I nd myself applying some of the skills I learnt at ISSA
without realising it in my every day work.
The boarding experience was on another level, we all lived as one big happy family,
9 boarding hostels and not a single day did I experience conict or serious
unruliness. When anyone needed any help, the whole hostel would jump to the
occasion. We had quite a number of students who were asthmatic, we all quickly
knew who they were, how to handle their condition whilst help was on the way,
even developing codes that they would use when experiencing an asthma attack at
night: using the corridor lights icking them on and off. Life-long friendships were
developed and are still maintained. All this was made possible by the values &
principles that we were taught. We were taught through cuisine by having dishes
from different parts of the world as a way of exposing us to the different cultures. As
we shared meals, good table manners were instilled in us.
I learnt lifelong life skills, principles and values that I still practice in my life today.
Life is sure to give you knock ups, that's a guarantee but what is important is how
you handle them and what you grasp from situations you are faced with. As a
parent now, I wouldn't think of a better school to send my own children, a place
where they would learn honour, integrity, self-disciple, respect for others and some
much more in an extremely safe and conducive environment.
I truly appreciate my time spent at ISSA, I will not change my experience for
anything and those were some of the best years of my life.
You need to have a vision for the future that inspires such strong emotion in you that you almost cannot escape it. Once you have that, success will chase you. - Uchirai Govere U6 in 2018

I am an entrepreneur now and I run an events management and catering company
which I have been running for 15 years, I have a restaurant which is 2 years old, I
have recently embarked on a community project which is running in conjunction
with the events company called “Feed a child” and I have two other projects in the
pipeline for 2019.
One of the ISSA principles that resonated with me even today is self-belief,
whatever I want in life I will achieve. I have the capability to do so, only if I work
hard, I never give up. To future students, you are in for the best years of your life
thus far, a rollercoaster with twists and turns, full of lots of learning curves, highs,
laughs and excitement all in the safe schooling environment.
Remember that your high school years are the ones that usually shape the rest of
your life!!!

Primary School
Pre-Primary
We cater for students aged from 4 years to 6 years. Our programme is a holistic one
that aims to develop the whole child, not favouring one part over the other. We are
continuously nding innovative ways to incorporate technology into their daily
lessons, bringing aspects of the world to them as never before. We ensure that we
concentrate on the basic skills imperative for formal school.
In our Pre-primary, we believe that students learn through Play and that Play is their
work. During outdoor Free Play, we have water play, sand play, outdoor painting,
bats and balls, soccer, skipping and many more.
‘If it is important to the child, it is important to us.'
Key Stage 1
The Junior Primary strives to develop students into life-long learners. A rigorous
curriculum focuses on developing a strong academic background, as well as excite
the students' curiosity about our world. Learning extends beyond the classroom,
with activities like the Science Fair, Entrepreneurs Day and Enviro Club. We are
committed to nurturing both the child's academic excellence and emotional
intelligence, help them become forward-thinking, problem-solving and condent
young people, coupled with a kind and compassionate heart.
Key Stage 2
Our Senior Primary Phase begins at Grade 4 and Grade 6 is the exit point. All school
subjects prescribed by the Cambridge University Curriculum are included in our
academic programme. Added to this, we offer Afrikaans as an additional language
and hope to introduce Setswana, the local vernacular.
We have been following the Cambridge Curriculum for the past ve years and have
attained improving results in the Checkpoint Examinations, written by the Grade 6
group annually in October. Computer classes are also offered in our computer
laboratory. The school also has a library where our students enjoy one lesson per
“Life is a process of becoming, a combination of states we have to go through. Where people fail is that they wish to elect a state and remain in it. This is a kind of death.” - Anais Nin

week in order to inculcate a love for reading. Each one of our classrooms has a data
projector with a permanent screen, allowing 21st century teaching methods using
technology.

Secondary School
The curriculum which we follow leads to examinations set by the world-renowned
University of Cambridge authority based in the United Kingdom, Cambridge
Assessment International Education. Great emphasis is placed on the acquisition of
skills, the application of knowledge and the development of a broad range of
subjects. The following programmes outlined below align with each other leading
to the holistic development of all students and rigorous bench marking of
assessments.
Key Stage 3: (Form 1 – Form 3)
Key Stage 4: IGCSE (International General Certicate in Secondary Education
(Form 4 – Form 5)
Ÿ Key Stage 5: AS – Level (Advanced Subsidiary Level (Lower 6))
Ÿ Key Stage 5: A – Level (Advanced Level (Upper 6))
Ÿ
Ÿ

South African and international universities welcome AS-Level as an entry
qualication and A-Level qualications are accepted world-wide. The International
School has an impressive record of university placement in the best universities in
South Africa, United Kingdom, United States of America, Canada, Australia, Middle
East and Worldwide.
Cambridge Assessment International Education
At the International School of South Africa, we are very proud to be part of the
Cambridge International family of schools. With over 10 000 Cambridge schools in
over 160 countries, we glean an international perspective for our students and our
teachers. We hold a strong platform on the international and national stage with
our results taking top place annually.
Our aligned curriculum allows for students to transition swiftly between the Primary,
Secondary and Advanced curricular. University registrars indicate that 100% of our
Cambridge A-Level students are superbly prepared for university. They also state
that our students are able to think critically, analyse logically and communicate
effectively.
Our International School community is really a global village of students from a
variety of countries around the world. Our teachers adopt current research in
lesson planning and preparation to ensure that our millennial students get the best
possible educational journey in a real-life context. We are proud of our success and
continue to strive for academic excellence. Words simply cannot articulate our
diverse heritage and curriculum; please visit us to experience it yourself.

Sports and Extra Curricular Activities
Our students enjoy a balanced school programme consisting of academics, sports
and culture. Sporting codes include basketball, volleyball, soccer, hockey, cricket,

Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.
- Nelson Mandela

netball, tennis, swimming, yoga and movement, culinary as well as music.
Culturally, our students can join the school choir, marimbas, ballroom dancing,
drama, major productions, debating and a variety of academic and non-academic
quizzes and additional activities.
We are a green school and have reached Platinum status in the Eco-schools
programme in South Africa. Our students can also join the Environmental Club
where they learn about taking care of the Earth and all living creatures on it. We
also boast a Junior Rhino Rangers Club, emphasising the importance of protecting
our wildlife, in particular the rhino.
Community Service falls under the banner of Interact. Interact provides a number of
regular opportunities to get involved in altruistic activities at the school. All these
activities involve student, teacher, parent and local community interaction.
Students are encouraged to look beyond themselves and be mindful of the rights of
others in their everyday lives. Students also learn to look at problems and solutions
through the eyes of others; they also learn to appreciate the impact of decisions and
actions including their own, on other people. Last but not least, through empathy,
students learn tolerance, generosity and open-mindedness as well as seeing a task
through to the end and striving to do the best they can.

Creative Arts
Arts, Culture and Music are integral to our educational philosophy at the
International School of South Africa, as it fosters creativity and innovation. The
activities we offer allow for individuals, groups and communities to come together
Right education should help the student, not only to develop his capacities, but to understand his own highest interest. - J. Krishnamurti

in the realm of self-expression and diversity thereby removing social barriers. We
continue to strive for excellence by working to support arts, culture and music in our
local community.
Arts, Culture and Music are an essential part of a holistic education immersing our
students in activities which strongly develop creativity and condence. There is no
greater achievement than watching a student ourish in condence and
enthusiasm as they try the various programmes on offer at our school under the
banner of culture. It is through this that we have the pleasure of discovering the
range of talent among our students.

Admissions
The International School of South Africa conducts all admissions on a fair and nondiscriminatory basis. The International School of South Africa exists to serve the
educational needs of both the local and the international community.
We operate a selectively inclusive Admissions Policy – students are accepted with a
range of ability, approaches to learning and varying levels of English language
prociency provided they show the potential to be successful as an A Level
graduate.
Students may be admitted throughout the year, subject to the availability of space in
the class / Form. To best serve students and to optimise the overall learning
environment, the School strives to maintain a balanced prole in all of its classes.
There is a sibling priority policy.

Education is not a preparation for life; education is life itself. - John Dewey

SECONDARY SCHOOL
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